Gathered Here

Unitarian Church of Montreal

Summer Worship Calendar
Services begin at 10:30 am. Childcare is
available.

July 4 — John Dealy
Unitarianism and Buddhism

July 11 — Blair Rourke
Introducing Rodrigue Tremblay, A new code of
ethics for the modern world

July 18 — Hannelore Poncelet et Richard
Gendron (célébration en francais)
Réligion, science et médecine

July 25 — Rodrigo Emilio Solano-Quesnel
Cat’s in the Cradle

August 1 — Hendrik Boom
Holy Terror!

August 8 — Emanuel Freitas
Free and responsible: where do we draw the
line?

August 15 — Hari Thakur
Emotions, Really?

August 22 — Michelle Holliday
Spirit of Life at Work

August 29 — Kirstin McKeown and congregation,
A Potluck of Poetry

All are welcome to bring poetry to share. If you do,
please arrive at 10:15 to sign up your piece(s)!

September 5 — Kirstin McKeown
78: What Makes Us Human?

September 12, 2010

Searching for the Waters of Summer — Water
Communion

Whether you stay home or travel far this summer,
bring back a very small container of water to
represent a summer experience and to share in
our annual homecoming ritual. Don’t forget to boil
any water that comes from ponds, rivers, etc.
First Sunday collection of non-perishable food for the
NDG Food Depot (exceptionally on second Sunday).

Summer 2010
Newsletter

Eglise unitarienne de Montréal

A Message from Our Minister

A Time to Slow Down

hat an amazing end to the year. We've had our first joint

meeting of our new Steering Committee and Council. As 1
leave for my summer break, I feel especially confident that the
church is in good hands. Our new leadership is enthusiastic and
ready. We're off to a good start.

Summer is a time for us to slow down. Our children and
youth programs take a break. The office shifts to shorter summer
hours. Our worship services are led by a team of enthusiastic lay
leaders who enjoy the opportunity to relax a bit and try some
new things with a smaller gathering in the sanctuary.

Summer is my time to renew and recharge my batteries after a
year that has been both inspiring and challenging. In late June I
head to Minneapolis for the Unitarian Universalist Association’s
General Assembly. Having completed all the work required for
final fellowship, I will have the honour of participating in the
Service of the Living Tradition. (To view a webcast of the service,
click here.) It feels great to have made it to this stage in my min-
istry. It’s a bit like receiving tenure and I have all of you to
thank for helping me to grow as a minister. They say great con-
gregations make great ministers and I hope that I can live up to
that expectation.

After Minneapolis, I will fly to California to visit my father.
Then it’s back to Montreal to pack for a trip to Kerkrade in the
Netherlands where I will attend the first ever international meet-
ing of Unitarian and Universalist ministers followed by a UU
theological symposium. Both gatherings are being hosted by the
International Council of Unitarians and Universalists.

After the symposium, I will head to France where David and I
will travel through the Dordogne and the Pyrenees, immersing
ourselves in French, bien stir. August should find me home
catching my breath. I'll be back in my office on September 7th
and will be leading our homecoming service on Sunday,
September 12th.

As I wrote in my annual report, this marks our fourth year
walking together as minister and congregation. We continue to
grow and change together. Change never comes easily, and rela-
tionships always take a lot of work on both sides of the equa-
tion. But that's what constitutes true love. After four years, I am
as grateful and as happy that I am here as I was during my first
year. My care and respect for this community deepens with each
day.

May you have a peaceful summer.
Namaste and shalom,
Diane
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Welcome and Nurture

Welcome Unitarians

Sunday Service Greeters are needed. Please sign
up on the sign-up sheet in Phoenix Hall or contact
Petrina Lee Poy at 514-485-5555 or petrina_lee_poy@
yahoo.com

The Caring Network

The Caring Network is looking for new volunteers:

if you would be willing to visit someone in hospital or
someone housebound, drive someone to a doctor’s or
hospital appointment, deliver food or make a telephone
call to make sure someone is all right, we would like to
hear from you. Please send an email, specifying what
you would be willing to do, to Janine Cobb
janine.cobb@gmail.com or call her at 514-938-9617.

SUMMER COORDINATORS:

Marion Blake at 514-482-8914
marion.blake@videotron.ca

Nancy Hovey at 514-694-2302 nhovey@aei.ca

Membres du Groupe francophone, svp communi-
quez avec Francine Desmarais au 450-332-3994 ou
par courriel au fdesma@gmail.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Eastern Regional Gathering (ERG)

November 5 to 7

Our congregation will host this annual gathering
of UUs from congregations in the Eastern Region
(Kingston to Saint John’s). Watch for details in
September’s newsletter.

Plan to attend! Plan to get involved!

Share-the-Plate Update

One of the ways we take action in the world is to share
our Sunday collection with non-profit groups working
in our community.

In the last few months we have given to:
April — Welcome Hall Mission = $1,267.55
May, L'Abri en Ville — $1,382.27

June — CUC - Sharing our Faith $617 (to date)

Diana Kleins, who broke her femur on May 14, is up
and running again. She has already got her plane tickets
booked for New Brunswick. We wish her a very enjoy-
able trip.

Congratulations to the following graduates:
Megan Abley - graduated high school this year
Marc Allard - graduated high school

Sam Getvay - our childcare expert in nursery, graduat-
ing CEGEP

Martin Vera - graduated with a B.A. from McGill
Benjamin Rollert - graduated with a B.A. from McGill

Sarah Hunter, granddaughter of Phyllis Greggain,
daughter of Laura Greggain and John Pike, and sister to
Christopher Pike (all members of the UCM community)
has opened Magasin L'Essentiel at 273 St. Zotique East,
in partnership with Emilie Boisson and Alysia
Melnychuk.

The new co-operatively-run store features Savon
Populaire and offers eco-friendly cleaning products for
the home, organic baby care products, natural health
care items, and artisanal beauty products. Savon
Populaire offers soap-making classes, as well as raw
materials for artisans and workshop rentals. The house-
brand “Savon Pop” products are made on the premises
and feature organic, fair-trade ingredients. Please check
our website and feel free to call for information to 514
270-0539.

Volunteer Construction Trips
to Central America

The First Unitarian Congregation of Toronto has been
working on development projects in Central America
since 1997 with the goal of building understanding
between people and improving the social, economic and
living conditions in the poorest areas. We have helped
build schools, houses and training and community cen-
ters.

Trips are planned for November 2010, and January,
February and March of 2011. For details contact Richard
Kirsh, richardkirsh@sympatico.ca (416) 767-5837
(UCM members Mary-Louise Engels and Elizabeth Anglin
participated a few years ago. Ask them about their remark-
able experience)
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Annual General Meeting Update

On Monday, June 7, a lively and upbeat Annual General Meeting saw the
adoption of a trial year for the adapted governance structure, the election
of and enthusiastic group of lay leaders and the approval of Shoshanna Green to
become a Lay Chaplain.

The Annual Reports of the Minister, President and various committees and
groups, are available on the UCM website (see the Governance & Reports
section) or from the church office.

Governance Task Force Update

At the meeting, the Governance Task Force gave a short presentation about
the proposed new governance structure. The main elements of this adapted
structure are:

1) Town Hall meetings that engage the congregation

2) A Council focusing on the daily life of the Church

3) A Steering Committee which looks primarily at longer term issues and
policy development.

A motion was presented asking for a one year trial of the adapted struc-
ture. A strong majority voted in favor of the motion. In addition, Denis
Barsalo has volunteered and been chosen to be the moderator for Council
meetings and liaison to the Steering Committee.

The Governance Task Force (Petrina Lee Poy, Andrew Blakeslee, Alison
Hall, Diane Rollert) will now take an advisory role, helping the new leader-
ship adjust to the structure, as needed. For more information on the AGM
motion and the final version of the proposal, visit the Governance &
Reports section of the website.

Church Summer Hours

The office will be open July 1 to 23 and Aug. 16 to Sept. 3.
Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm;
Fridays, 10 am to noon
Office is closed July 26 to August 13, but phone messages will be checked
daily. Have a good summer and see you in September.
Verna Litwack, Church Administrator

Think BidNite, Man

BidNite, the UCM annual auction will be held on Saturday,
November 20, 2010 at 5:30 pm in Phoenix Hall.

The theme will be a 1960s ‘Love-In’ so get out your tie-dye clothing and
peace beads!

It’s not too soon to start thinking about what kind of offers you’d like to
make! More news to follow in the fall.

The organizing committee is composed of Petrina Lee Poy, Maychai Brown,
Eleanor Beattie, and Nancy Kleins.

The Church as
Art Gallery?

lans are afoot to create an art gal-

lery at UCM. The mission: to
enhance our walls, develop art appre-
ciation among the congregation, give
talented artists among us a chance to
share their creativity and sell their
work, develop the talents of emerging
artists, and raise funds for the church
(25% of each sale: 20% for the church
and 5% to cover the expenses of the
committee).

Our space is limited, so the gallery
will only be able to feature art that
can be hung on a wall (paintings,
drawings, photographs). We envision
showing the work of one artist at a
time, duration of time to be decided.

The art gallery project arose as the
service project of Patricia Gordon'’s
covenant group. This group and I
have done the initial spadework —
evaluating and selecting an appropri-
ate space, consulting with other
congregations, and submitting a pro-
posal to the UCM executive and
board.

Now, the Art Steering Committee
needs to discover whether there are
enough artists and art lovers in the
congregation to warrant launching
the gallery. In addition to art lovers,
budding artists and artists with bodies
of work ready to show, we need to
identify persons who are qualified to
evaluate art, and “jury” the selection
of artists and work to showcase. We
envision a rotating jury of three.

If you are an artist who would like
to show work, or if you are interested
in supporting this project in other
ways, please contact Prue Rains by
email over the summer and explain
the nature of your interest.

Contact: Prue Rains
pruerains@gmail.com
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What’s going on...

Parts in Peace Choir Kick-Off Picnic/ Potluck

Sing, Socialize, Share.

Sunday, August 29, at 4 pm at John Pike’s house.
Anyone interested in the choir is invited to attend.
We'll be talking about plans and organization for the
coming year. Bring something to share. Bring
instruments. Let’s make a joyful noise (in a UU kinda
way)!

For more information, directions and to RSVP contact:
Sandra Hunt at 514-484-5559

Soul Collage

Caroline will resume leading monthly six-hour open
workshops on September 25, 10 to 4. When she returns
to Montreal on August 30, she could be willing to meet
with anyone interested for a couple of hours, timing to
be arranged.

Contact: Caroline Balderston Parry carolinebp@
sympatico.ca

Book Discussion Group returns September 15
Summer time and the reading is easy! Festive potluck
contributions, fresh air, sunshine, and book talk has
produced a roster of book selections for 2010-2011.
Check the kiosk in Phoenix Hall for the line-up.
Sessions begin Wednesday, September 15, with “Home”
by Marilynne Robinson. Hope to see you then!
Contact: Kathy Douglas at 514-488-9608

Seeking the Sacred in Stories
We are done for the season and will be back in the fall.

Mindfulness Meditation
New sessions will begin in the fall.
Contact: Allen Lobo at 514-484-3014

Play Group
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am - noon in the Nursery
(The play group has stopped for the summer).

Le Groupe francophone

Les activités en francais seront suspendues pendant l’été
et recommenceront au mois d’octobre. Nous vous
souhaitons un trés bel été.

Responsable: Hannelore Poncelet au 450-653-5694

Nouvelles activités en francais
(des septembre)

Cercle de Partage

Pour les amis et les membres de I'église qui veulent par-
ticiper avec d’autres a créer des liens plus intimes et a
partager ce qui donne un sens au chemin qu'ils
empruntent tout au long de leur vie, 1'église offre un
Cercle de Partage.

Ce cercle de partage facilite 1’exploration et la réflexion
personnelle. Crée un esprit de communauté entre les par-
ticipants. Enseigne a se respecter et a se comprendre les
uns les autres. Renforce I'expérience commune de la tradi-
tion unitarienne.

Ce cercle se compose de 7 a 12 membres qui se rencon-
trent le lundi aux deux semaines pour partager leurs idées,
leurs expériences et leurs sentiments face aux sujets propo-
sés par une modératrice qui a recu un entrainement de
I'église.

Les membres du cercle s’engagent a participer a huit
rencontres entre septembre et décembre. A la fin de ces
huit rencontres, ils pourront choisir d’arréter ou de con-
tinuer pour une autre série de huit rencontres de mars a
juin.

Pour recevoir plus de renseignements, vous pouvez com-
muniquer avec Francine Desmarais au 450-332-3994.

Conversation francaise

Vous voulez pratiquer votre francais?

Des septembre, vous pourrez participer a un groupe de
conversation francaise a 1'église. Quand : Aux deux
semaines, le lundi entre 18h30 et 20h avec option
d’arriver vers 18h pour prendre votre propre souper en
compagnie des autres.

Pré-requis : maitrise du francais au niveau avancé
mais avec un manque de vocabulaire et de fluidité et cer-
taines lacunes au niveau de la grammaire et de la forma-
tion de phrases.

Contenu et méthode : A partir d’une lecture souvent
tirée des journaux et des magazines francophones, les par-
ticipants partageront leur compréhension du texte et discu-
teront de leurs réactions. Avant la conversation, la
professeure expliquera certains mots et expressions du
texte, puis elle facilitera la discussion et a la fin, se limitera
a corriger et a expliquer certaines structures entendues pen-
dant les conversations.

Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, com-
muniquez avec Francine Desmarais ou au 450-332-3994
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Music Ministry Collective Survey

Dear Congregants and Friends,

As a newly formed group, to promote and support music offerings at the Unitarian
Church, the Music Ministry Collective has drawn up a short survey to assist in plan-
ning future music programs either as part of Sunday Services or as separate venues.
Your input will be invaluable. Many thanks for taking the time to reply.

Thank you,
Carol Cumming Speirs

P.S. If you would like to get involved as a member of the Collective or specific offer-
ing of the offerings, please include your name and telephone number on the survey.
A member of the Music Ministry Collective will gladly contact you.

1. Please rate your enjoyment of the following musical styles at church services,

(with 1 being very little and 5 being very much). Circle one number per item.

Congregation, singing hymns 1 2 3 4 5
Congregation, singing other 1 2 3 4 5
The Parts in Peace choir 1 2 3 4 5
The children’s choir 1 2 3 4 S
The Sunday service pianist’s music 1 2 3 4 S
Piano, contemporary and jazz 1 2 3 4 5
Soloists, instrumental 1 2 3 4 5
Soloists, vocal 1 2 3 4 5
Bells 1 2 3 4 5
Drums 1 2 3 4 5
Invited ensembles, e.g. The Yellow Door Choir 1 2 3 4 5

Note:

Please complete only one
survey. The paper survey
below can be completed
and sent to Sandra Hunt
at the church office.
Please mark Music
Ministry Survey on the
envelope

The same survey was
also available online
through a link in the
elctronic version of the
summer newsletter.

2. Which of the events below have you enjoyed or would you like to attend at the UCM? Select all that apply.

U Classical concerts

U Music at Midday, after the Senior Luncheon
U Choral workshops

U Musical theatre or cabaret fundraisers

U Other:

U Children’s concerts
U Folk coffee house

3. How have you been involved in the UCM music program? Check all that apply.

U Attending concerts

U Volunteering at events (e.g., helping with set-up, taking tickets)
U Working on publicity and marketing (e.g. designing brochures)
U Singing with Parts in Peace

U Your child is in the choir

U Performing at Sunday services

U Translating a song

U Other:

4. Do you have any suggestions for the UCM music program?

U Jazz and Justice concerts
U The S.0.U.L. singers (Singers of United Lands)
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Notes from DRE Caroline Balderston Parry

RE Cheers!

Hurrah, Shawn Dohring, such an effective pillar of
Religious Education, is continuing on the RE committee
next year! Even though we'll miss his decisive chair-
manship, we're glad he’ll be our new registrar and mys-
tery friends’ coordinator. It’s also great to have the able
assistance and support of Susan Gyetvay as the new
chair; she’s already busy helping with our new hires.

Further Cheers!

Young adult attender, Curtis Murphy, will be our new
Senior Youth Program Coordinator. A former First
Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa youth, he’s a fresh
McGill graduate. We look forward to the energy and
experience of great youth groups and events Curtis will
bring to our program!

Another familiar face will take up our other RE sup-
port job: Victoria Schmidt, a regular childcare worker
and occasional junior youth helper since last fall, will be
our new RE Assistant. She’s a 2nd year McGill student
from the west coast, and has loads of administration
skills plus experience working with children in summer
camps. We welcome them both to the RE team at UCM.

Big thanks to all who helped plan the calendar, sort
materials, make lists, clean cupboards and re-organize
our storage shelves for the summer and next year:
Nancy Eddis, Vanessa Vandergrift, Ruth di Giovanni,
Laurel Tidman, Janet Clancy, Cindy Yang, and our
youngest helpers, Cindy’s daughter Jia, and Sarah
Thompson.

Finally, special kudos to all the children and youth
who performed for the June 13 “Cupcake Café.” It was
so successful we are already planning to do it again
(and, of course, we love having Shawn handle the
details so well!).

First Aid Training for all — coming
again to UCM

The Religious Education Committee is once again offer-
ing partially-subsidized first aid training with Bob
Greene of LIFELINK in an all-day workshop for adults
who are interested -- parents, RE volunteers, or ANYONE
wanting to increase their knowledge and abilities. Last
year’s participants were very appreciative of all that Bob
taught and the practice they got, especially in terms of
CPR skills. Watch for details in the fall and save the
date, Saturday, October 16.

Sprit Play class in Children’s Chapel

Spirit Play winds down,
but not for long!

Our two Spirit Play classes had their final lessons based
on the story behind our Flower Communion. Rita Izzi,
one teller for that day, commented: “I really loved being
a storyteller this year, particularly given how the chil-
dren listened intently and quietly. I was surprised by
how well they all did their “work” in an orderly and
mindful manner on the last Sunday.

They were focused and respectful and seemed to
enjoy themselves gently. What a great program! Of
course, it really helps that we have such great children
in RE!”

Those great children have taken part in nine differ-
ent lessons about aspects of Unitarian Universalism,
such as our water ceremony or the explanation of our
Flaming Chalice; they've heard seven different promise
stories (corresponding to our principles), and had an
additional ten stories drawn from our six different sourc-
es, with more to come next year.

Volunteer storytellers and doorkeepers, often dou-
bling as story box builders, comprised a pool of almost
20 people who worked hard to present these lessons and
stories, as well as to set up the classrooms and art mate-
rials used by the children in response each week. We
drank water all year, to save our new mats from sticky
juice, and feasted on fresh fruits brought in by many
kind donors.

When many of those involved in the program met
with Caroline in late March, it was resolved to continue
this curriculum/quiet process in both the Garden and
Primers’ rooms next year. We even have two more peo-
ple interested in training as leaders of Spirit Play classes!

NOTE: The next work bee to freshen or build new story
boxes, plus set up classrooms, will be held on the after-
noon of Saturday, September 11. Newcomers welcome!
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Unsung Hero Award 2010 goes to Frank (Paco) Greene
Excerpt from the speech given by Jack Cobb, Sunday, June 20, 2010

Today, it is my privilege and honour,
to announce the 2010 recipient of
the Unsung Hero Award. First introduced
by the Board of Management in 1996,
this award was created to honour a
member of the congregation who not
only contributed to the health and vital-
ity of the church, but also to the life of
the wider community. It is awarded to
someone who works steadfastly — usually
in the background, and adds a special
dimension to our congregation.

The names of all the recipients are
inscribed on a special plaque which hangs
in the Thomas Room upstairs, and today
we proudly add: 2010: Frank Greene.

Those of you who know Frank will
not be surprised at this news. For those
who don’t know him at all, or just a lit-
tle, let me give you a brief, very brief,
history:

Both Frank and his wife, Carol, start-
ed their lives as Americans. Today they
are the holders of dual citizenship, and
as far as this church is concerned, their
lives began in 1970 when the Greene
family moved to Montreal. Prior to that,
they had lived in New Jersey, where
Frank taught in the Graduate School of
Education at Rutgers University. Next
stop was New York State, where he was
Director of the Reading Clinic at
Syracuse University. Frank started attend-
ing Unitarian services in New Jersey in
1964, so he’s been involved with
Unitarianism for 46 years!

In 1967, the family traveled to
Montreal for EXPO 67, little thinking
that one day they’d be back again, and
for good. That “one day” came in 1970
when Frank accepted an invitation to
become head of the Reading Center at
McGill University, and to develop a
Graduate program in Reading Education
there.

In 1989 he retired and started an edit-
ing and desk-top-publishing business. He
did that, as Carol says, “to keep him off
the streets.” No slouch herself, Carol
taught at John Abbott College for 20
years. Education doesn’t run in this fam-
ily — it sprints.

Frank has been an active member
here for many, many years, and when I
say “active” you can't place enough
emphasis on that word. Today, we are
honouring a man who focuses his ener-
gies on reading, bread-baking, acting as
the unofficial church photographer,
playing with the computer and its many
possibilities, giving large helpings of love
to his grandchildren, and giving and giv-
ing and giving his talents and enthusi-
asm to filling many of the tasks that
make this place tick.

To my mind, Frank is a Renaissance
Man - someone who excels in a wide
variety of subjects or fields. To cover
them properly would take all day, so
here are some highlights.

Charles Eddis, our minister emeritus,
tells me that Frank first came to Charles’s
attention in the early eighties when
Frank was pressing the church to become
computer literate. He succeeded in that
mission, and his work here resulted in
many of the computerized systems that
serve us well to this day.

Frank was also an active member of a
succession of committees overseeing the
internship of candidates for the ministry
— serving the Lakeshore congregation,
as well as this church. He joined the
board here, and was President in the
early 1990’s. In 1994 the Project
Management Committee put together a
plan to build a new church to replace
the old one which had burned to the
ground.. When he retired as President,
he stayed on the committee and helped
see the project through to completion.
Look around you now and you will see
the results of their labors.

Frank’s stature in this church is well
summed-up by Charles who says, “When
I came to Montreal, I got the impression
that this fellow, Frank Greene, who was
out of town at the time, was some kind
of deity.

We all know of St. Francis of Assisi.
And now we know of St. Frank of
Montreal. Members here have contribut-
ed comments on his personality and
attributes. Among them: “With Frank,

what you see is what you get. He is a
kind, generous, caring, “Let’s-get-it-
done,” kind of guy. He does not suffer
fools gladly, and, while Frank is his
name, it’s also an adjective which well
describes the kind of man he is. Our
community is blessed to have him as a
member.”

Sandra Hunt, that tower of power in
the musical life here, thinks of Frank as a
generous emotional and intellectual sup-
porter who encouraged her to start up a
chamber music series, to introduce the
Laliberte-Steinway piano to Montrealers,
and this sanctuary as a concert venue. In
those days, he also designed and printed
many of the posters and programs for
our concerts.

Inspired by the potential community
outreach of the new kitchen, Frank
founded our community kitchens project
( he makes great bread and cinnamon
buns.) He brought the idea of Bid Nite to
Montreal in1986, and was heavily
involved with it for over twenty years—
helping to make it one of the most pop-
ular events in the church calendar.

Frank took an active role in complet-
ing our history project — a book titled
“The Montreal Unitarians,” which was
published in 2001. He knows every crook
and nanny in this place (sorry: “nook
and cranny,”)

He was a much-admired teacher/pro-
fessor at McGill, always generous with
his time and talents. Students saw him
as a big bear of a man, but quickly
realised he was unfailingly gentle in his
dealings with others. A gentle man, and
always a gentleman.

The work he has done for others in
his time as a member here, will live on
in those who have been touched by him
and his examples. He’s a man who gets
things done and gives of himself unstint-
ingly. If you look in the dictionary under
the word, “persistent”, you'll find Frank’s
picture

If you don't know him yet, I urge you
to seek him out, and learn from him.
You'll be glad you did. I know I am.
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Petrina Lee Poy 514-485-5555
petrina_lee_poy®@yahoo.com

Music Ministry Collective:
Carol Cumming Speirs 514-989-1397
carol.speirs@mcgill.ca

Religious Education:
Susan Gyetvay 513-369-8192 sgyetvay@sympatico.ca

Social & Environmental Concerns:
Christina Duvander 514-630-7523 cduvander@gmail.com

Worship Committee:
Kirstin McKeown 514-344-9232 caitlin@openface.ca



