
May Worship Calendar
Services begin at 10:30 am
Child care available.

May 1
May Day: A Multigenerational Celebration
Caroline Balderston Parry, Rev. Diane 
Rollert, the children and others.
Sandra Hunt, musician, Parts in Peace Choir

May 8
How Could We Sing the Lord’s Song  
in a Foreign Land?
The Very Reverend Michael J. Pitts
Sandra Hunt, musician
Rev. Michael Pitts retired from 40 years of 
ministry in the Anglican Church in 2009. His 
ministry started in England, served seafarers 
in France, and churches in Finland, Sweden, 
the Soviet Union and Mongolia. 

Since retiring, Rev. Pitts has been serving 
Anglican churches on the Lower North Shore 
of Quebec — often arriving by seaplane and 
snowmobile. In 2009, he travelled with our 
minister, Diane Rollert, on an interfaith trip 
to Turkey. “Michael’s wit and insight were 
invaluable. I am very pleased he has agreed 
to speak on May 8.”

May 15
Out-takes from the Confluence
Rev. Diane Rollert
Sandra Hunt, musician
Child dedication of Elizabeth Roy-Freeman

May 22
Michelle Holliday, guest speaker
After leading a stellar service last summer, 
Michelle is back by popular demand.  
Marie-France Boisvert and friends Emilia 
Córdoba, soprano, and Alexandre Brault, 
guitar.

May 29
Believing Globally, Worshiping Locally
Rev. Brian Kiely and Rev. Diane Rollert
Rev. Brian Kiely is minister of the Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton and current president of 
the International Council of Unitarians and 
Universalists.
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Message from Rev. Diane Rollert 	

Where O Where is our Minister?
I’ll be on the road a lot this month. On May 7, I’ll be in 

Sturbridge, Massachusetts, to participate in a workshop led by 
Dan Hotchkiss, author of Governance and Ministry. On May 8, I will 
participate in a service of recognition for my dear friend and men-
tor, the Rev. Gary Smith, senior minister of the First Parish in 
Concord, Massachusetts. Gary is retiring after more than 30 years 
as a Unitarian Universalist minister.

In honour of Gary’s ministry, First Parish has set up a legacy 
fund for student ministers and will celebrate its role as a 
teaching congregation on May 8. On that day, I will have the 
honour of speaking about the many years that Gary served as 
my mentor while I was a religious educator at First Parish and 
during my years in seminary. Over the years, I have learned 
many things from Gary: to seek the holy in each moment; to 
lighten up and laugh, and to accept that everything comes in 
its own time.

Gary is truly a minister’s minister.
Later in the month, over Victoria Day Weekend, a large 

group of our members will be headed to Toronto for the 
Canadian Unitarian Council’s Annual Conference and Meeting 
(CUC–ACM). The group includes our four delegates, Carol 
Cumming Speirs, Kirstin McKeown, Margo Ellis and Marlo 
Turner-Ritchie, who will represent us during the CUC business 
meeting. At least another 8 members will be joining us for the 
conference. This is the 50th anniversary of the CUC, and I am 
thrilled that Montreal will be so well represented.

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the  

Unitarian Church of Montreal is scheduled for 

Monday, June 6, 2011, at 7 pm in the Sanctuary.
Officers for 2011–2012 will be confirmed,  

the annual financial report will be presented,  
and important updates on governance will be discussed.

 All congregants are welcome to attend,  
although only registered members may vote.

 Act out your affirmation of the fifth principle;  
be part of the democratic process!

 Slate of nominations for elected positions is on page 3.

Continued on page 3
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 Welcome and Nurture

Welcome Unitarians
Sunday Service Greeters are always  
in demand.
If you have not been a greeter before, don’t worry. 
There are easy-to-follow instructions available. 
Please contact Petrina Lee Poy, membership coordi-
nator, at 514-485-5555 or put your name on the 
sign-up sheet in Phoenix Hall near the back door.

Thank you, Java Jivers!
Coffee Hour is a cherished part of Sunday morning. 
Thanks to you, the coffee gets made and served. Java 
Jivers are needed for April. To find out how you can 
help out, and to get paired up with an experienced 
Java Jiver, sign up on Sunday, or email Andrea at 
aj_reichert@videotron.ca

Caring Network
We always need more volunteers to act as chauffeur, 
to visit house- or hospital-bound members or to 
make and/or deliver food. If you are interested in 
having your name added to our list of volunteers 
OR if you would like to apply to join our convivial 
group of coordinators, please call Janine Cobb at 
514-938-9617. 

The Caring Network coordinator for April is 
Mary-Louise Engels, 514-487-2665.  

Membres du Groupe francophone, svp communi-
quez avec Francine Desmarais au 450-332-3994.

 Entre Nous
Congratulations to Charles Eddis, who, after five 
years of hard work and research, has just had his 
book published. Stephen Fritchman: The American 
Unitarians and Communism tells in detail how the 
American Unitarians struggled to reconcile hopes 
and good intentions with painful political realities 
emerging after World War II. It will be on sale 
Sundays at the church for $20, or may be ordered 
online at www.lulu.com/buy.

Heartfelt thanks from Rob, Tim and Nancy Kleins 
for all the time and effort the Hospitality 
Committee put into the memorial service for their 
mother, Diana Kleins, on March 19.

Christina Duvander’s youngest son, Minh Josefsson, 
married Mỹ Dang on Saturday, April 16 at the 
courthouse in Montreal. They will reside in 
Montreal for the near future. 

Sandra Hunt’s contract as Sunday service pianist 
has been extended by three weeks, so she’ll be play-
ing the first three services of June. Her contract as 
director of Parts in Peace has been extended by four 
weeks. 
    She thanks everyone for touching emails and 
phone calls received when people thought she was 
mugged in Barcelona -- it was just her email 
account that was mugged. Her new email address is 
2sandrahunt@gmail.com.
 
Call for videographers!
We have a brand new camcorder and tripod. Now 
all we need is you! The UCM Communications 
team is looking for people who are handy with a 
camcorder to record Diane’s sermons week-to-week 
so we can put them on the UCM web site. If this 
sounds like something you might enjoy, please 
contact: Cym Gomery or call 514-369-8933.
 
Apartment for rent
Bright and sunny renovated 6 1/2 upper apartment 
(interior staircase) with 38-foot long open-concept 
living room/dining room/kitchen, two closed bed-
rooms, a large study and two balconies. Located on a 
quiet street, steps from the du Collège metro (orange 
line). One off-road parking space available. Non-
smoking, Unitarian-friendly occupants without pets 
preferred. $1,350 per month, heated. Appliances 
negotiable. Available July 1. Contact Nancy Kleins at 
514-855-0005 or nan@tradewords.ca

Memorial Flowers
May 1 – Lila Van Toch

 May 8 – Isabelle Miller Hunt
 May 15 – Juanita and Victor Turple
 May 22 – Angus and Cary Cameron

 May 29 – Paul-Émile Dupéré, Suzanne Dupéré 
and Lucien Bernier

Please contact Maychai Brown 514-487-3236; or 
Christine Rourke 514-761-0669 if you would like 
to remember a friend or loved one in this special 
way. The cost of the flower arrangement is $50. 
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On Saturday, May 21, I will deliver the Confluence 
Lecture during the main conference.

Each year, one Unitarian minister is chosen by 
peers to lecture on something of importance to our 
movement. In my case, I’ve decided to focus on the 
challenges we will be facing in a post-secular world. 
Where do we stand in a world that is becoming 
increasingly religious and anti-religious at the same 
time? I’ll share some of the ideas and thoughts I’ve 
been developing for my lecture during the service 
on May 15.

After the CUC-ACM, the Unitarian Universalist 
Ministers of Canada will conduct their week-long 
business meeting and retreat. Since we are scattered 
across such a vast land, this is an important time for 
us to reconnect, share wisdom and support each 
other in our ministries.

I will return on May 29, with friend and 
colleague Rev. Brian Kiely, minister of the Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton and president of the 
International Council of Unitarians and 
Universalists. Although he is originally from 
Montreal, the Edmonton congregation and his 
international duties keep him far from our city. This 
is a rare opportunity to have Brian join us as our 
guest preacher. I know that it will be good for both 
of us to be home again.

May the cold rain have passed and may the lilacs 
be blooming as you read this newsletter.
If not, fear not, for they will bloom soon.

In peace,
Diane

Message from the Minister
Continued from page 1

Nominating Committee Update
Slate of officers for 2011-2012 as of April 27, 2011
 
Officers will be voted in at the Annual General 
Meeting on Monday, June 6, 2011, 7 pm.
   
President: Marlo Turner-Ritchie
Vice President: Margo Ellis
Treasurer: vacant
Secretary: Rodriguez (Rod) Solano-Quesnel
Past President: David Kersulis
 
Associational Affairs:  vacant
Building:  John Dealy
Communications: vacant
Congregational Programs: vacant
Membership: Petrina Lee Poy
Religious Education: Susan Gyetvay
Social and Environmental Concerns: Christina 
Duvander
Worship: vacant
 
Moderator:  Margot Hovey
 
Nominating Committee:
David Kersulis (chair), Prue Rains, Petrina Lee Poy 
(Membership chair), Sylvia Heuckendorff (Warden).

 Taking Action in the World
	

L’Abri en Ville needs volunteers
Information meeting on Sunday, May 15, after the 
service, in the Children’s Chapel

L’Abri creates community not just for those 
living with a mental illness but for all who 
participate, by providing supported, long-term, 
affordable, safe apartments for 30 individuals.  

Residents are assisted by three professional staff 
and a team of volunteers who support the residents 
through visits and outings. L’Abri has 10 apartments 
scattered in the western part of Montreal, each with 
three residents and, around them, a team of 
volunteers, who visit the residents regularly, helping 
with cleaning, shopping, cooking, budgeting and 
just enjoying social time together — going for a 
walk, having coffee or chatting on the phone.  

We will be pleased to answer your questions and 
introduce you to some of our residents. If you 
would like to attend this meeting but are unable to 
do so, contact Juan H. Vera and Grazyna Wilczek by 
email, juan.vera@mcgill.ca, or at the church.

Want to help with summer services?
Our summer services are entirely lay-led, and that 
requires volunteers.  

 If you have a yen to present a service here, or 
the glimmer of an idea that would make a good 
service, or are simply curious about the process, you 
are invited to a meeting on Sunday, May 1, at 12:30 
pm in the Thomas Room. I’ll explain the process, the 
support you’ll have, and share a booklet on “How to 
Plan a Service”.  I’ll also start a list of volunteer 
service leaders, and their availability, so please plan 
to come even if you’re an old hand. 
 
See you there,
Kirstin Mckeown, Summer Service Co-ordinator
Worship Committee Chair
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Summer Services — Planning and information session
Sunday, May 1, 12:15 pm, Thomas Room
See details on page 2. 

UCM Art Gallery Opening
Inaugural Exhibit: Photographs by Joshua Radu
Friday, May 6, 7 to 9 pm
Josh’s show will open after the First Friday Social pot-
luck. All are invited to attend. The Music Ministry 
Collective is sponsoring No More Blues (John Inders’ 
jazz group with Denis Barsalo and Jane Critchlow).

The Guidelines for Artists are available from Prue 
Rains. Next meeting of the Art Collective: Sunday, 
May 29 at 12:30 pm in the Garden Room. We will 
review the Guidelines and make plans for the next 
church year. All interested are welcome to attend.

Conversation and poetry reading with
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat (the Velveteen Rabbi)
Saturday, May 7, 7 pm,
Children’s Chapel
Rabbi Barenblat’s poems interrogate, explore, and lov-
ingly respond to Torah texts, balancing feminism and 
contemporary liberal theology with respect for classi-
cal traditions of interpretation. The event will begin 
with a brief havdalah service (wine, spices, and flame 
to mark the end of the Jewish Sabbath) and continue 
with conversation about midrash and the sharing of 
poems from 70 Faces (Phoenicia Publishing, 2011). 
For more information, visit velveteenrabbi.com or 
email Shoshanna Green, 514-426-0843.

Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 11, 7 pm
Contact: Denis Barsalo, Moderator 514-636-8406  
dbarsalo@sympatico.ca

L’Abri en Ville
Information Session for potential Volunteers
Sunday, May 15, 12:30 pm, Children’s Chapel
Come meet with volunteers, and UCM members, 
Juan H. Vera and Grazyna Wilczek and l’Abri resi-
dents to learn more. See story on page 3.

Planning to attend the CUC-ACM in Toronto?
Sunday, May 15, 12:30 pm (room TBC)
An Information Meeting for attendees from UCM to 
check-in, share wisdom and make plans together.

Celebrate CUC’s 50th Anniversary  
Trusting the Dawning Future,May 20-23, Toronto
Hundreds of UUs from across Canada have already 
registered to attend the Canadian Unitarian Council 
Annual Conference and Meeting and it’s not too late 
to join them! Visit www.cuc.ca  for complete details. 

Come Celebrate our UCM Community!
Sunday, June 12, after the service
Potluck lunch and improv by the Playback Theatre 
troupe. Tell a story and have it played back to you on 
the spot!  
Children are welcome. Childcare also available.
Sponsored by the Steering, Membership and 
Hospitality Committees to thank you for your fellow-
ship (foodie and otherwise!) in 2010-2011.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Parts in Peace Choir rehearsals
Mondays, 7:30 pm, optional potluck at 6:15 pm
Remember to bring a black binder and a pencil.
Contact: Sandra Hunt at 514-484-5559
In the fall, the first Parts in Peace get together will be 
Thursday, Sept. 8. Practices will be held Thursdays, 
instead of Mondays.

Carmina Choir
Tuesdays, 7:30 to 9 pm, Phoenix Hall
New members in all voices are always welcome. The 
ability to read music is not necessary and there is no 
audition. Bring a sense of humour and good will, and 
a black binder if possible. 
Contacts: Keith Robinson 514-931-9028 or Brian 
Brice 514-843-6497

Play Group
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 am to noon, Nursery
We welcome children under five on a drop-in basis 
accompanied by a (grand)parent or caregiver. Pack a 
snack for your child(ren). Coffee is provided. Open to 
all, whether church members or not. No charge but a 
donation of $3/session per family is suggested.

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES 
First Friday Potluck, May 6, 6 pm
Bring some food to share and enjoy the fellowship.  

Vendredi, 6 mai à 16 h 30
Réunion du comité groupe francophone dans la salle 
Thomas. Bienvenue aux intéressés afin de préparer 
des activités en français.

What’s going on…
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Vendredi, 6 mai à 18 h
Auberge Espagnole - souper ‘potluck’ dans la salle 
Phoenix. Apportez votre plat favori à partager avec 
des amies cinéphiles.

Vendredi, 6 mai  à 19 h 30
Cercle de discussion : Le thème sera sur le suicide. 
Quel est le rôle de la société, de la communauté?  
L’aliénation de nos jeunes, la solitude de nos ainés? 
Comment rendre notre société, notre communauté 
inclusive? Si vous avez des amiEs qui désirent nous 
joindre, amenez-les à notre discussion.

Le samedi, 7 mai à 13 h: Tour guidé du vieux 
Montréal par Claire-Marie Lavoie de deux heures pour 
les participants du Cercle de discussion suivi d’une 
rencontre amicale au Starbuck.
Lieu de rencontre: Musée Pointe à Callière dans le 
Vieux Montréal
N/B: en cas de pluie importante, le tour sera remis à 
une date ultérieure. Claire-Marie communiquerai avec 
les gens en AM, si il y a cancellation du tour. Il nous 
faudra donc vos inscriptions à l’avance avec votre 
nom et numéro de téléphone: ici

Exploring the Intangible
Sunday, May 1, 12:30 pm, Darwin Room
Topic: Leading a busy life is usually considered to be 
positive experience. When does “busy become too 
busy” and  become a negative force in the race 
toward success and fulfillment?
Contact: Christine Rourke 514-761-0669

Exploring Our Theology
Led by Rev. Diane Rollert
We’ll be taking a break this month and will gather 
again on Thursday, June 9.

Social and Environmental Concerns Committee
Sunday, May 15, 12:15 pm, Thomas Room.
Monthly committee meeting. All are welcome!
For information, please contact Christina or call 514-
630-7523.

Midday Meal and Music
Wednesday, May 18
Bridge or Scrabble at 10:15 am, Lunch at 12:30 pm 
followed by music at 1:30 pm. We are changing the 
reservation process. If you attended the March lunch, 
you do not need to register for the April lunch. Only 
people who cannot attend need to phone Ruth di 
Giovanni at 514-934-4956. Visitors are always wel-
come. If you have comments or suggestions you can 
contact Elizabeth Anglin at 514-937-4095.

Book Discussion Group
Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 7 pm, Thomas Room
In “The Book of Negroes” Canadian author Lawrence 
Hill recounts the Dickinsonian travails of Aminata 
Diallo. While historical fiction, this saga also reveals 
the shameful treatment meted Black Loyalists both in 
Nova Scotia and in Sierra Leone.
Contact:  Kathy Douglas at 514-488-9608

Drumming Circle (third Thursday of every month)
May 19, 7:30 - 9 pm, Phoenix Hall
Open to all. If you have no drum,  
we can lend you one.
Contacts: Ann Beer at 514-426-1204 or Aldyth 
Harrison at 514-739-3830

Seeking the Sacred in Stories
Facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Tuesday, May 31, noon - 1:15 pm, Thomas Room
Bring your own brown bag lunch and join this ongo-
ing group, as we deepen in community and search 
for meaning in the stories we read. Copies of this 
month’s story are available from the office. All are 
welcome. 

OUTSIDE OUR WALLS
Until May 29
Exhibit by UCM member Dierdre McCay
Galerie de la Ville, Dollard-des-Ormeaux
Dierdre McCay’s oil and pastel paintings at the  
gallery, located at 12001 de Salaberry Blvd., DDO. 

June 10, 11, 12
Gathering of Men
Camp Unirondack, Lowville, NY.
Men have been returning for this weekend for years. 
Optional workshops, hiking, canoeing, or just sitting 
by the boathouse and relaxing, shared cooking/clean-
up chores, a talent show Saturday night…. Mostly, 
there’s the company of men much like yourself — 
thoughtful, aware, and wondering. If you’re interest-
ed, email John Pike john.pike@videotron.ca

Share the Plate Each Sunday, all the 
unidentified cash in the offertory is given to the 
designated charity of the month. Recent recipients 
have been most appreciative of your support. 

In May, we’ll share the plate with l’Abri en 
Ville which provides a stable and fulfilling 
environment for people with a mental illness 
through safe, affordable housing and inclusion in a 
supportive community. 
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Two UCM-ers to attend  
United Nations conference 

Senior Youth, Trevor Juhl, and our UU-UNO Envoy, 
Cym Gomery, traveled to NYC together in late April 

to take part in the Unitarian Universalist-United Nations 
Office renowned annual inter-generational conference. 
The theme this year was “Empowering Women for a 
Better World.” We await lots of fresh ideas and perspec-
tives for us!

Spirit Play workshop: deep moments 
and rich ideas

After a splendid sushi lunch, and while many chil-
dren romped upstairs, 14 adults gathered with 

Caroline BP to learn, review and think ahead about our 
Spirit Play classes in the Garden and Primers rooms. We 
did the centering movements from “Brain Gym” that 
Janet Clancy has taught this year to prepare for SP time; 
watched both a simple story and a complex lesson being 
told in the Spirit Play style; and discussed many aspects 
of “What makes it Spirit Play?”

A welcome workshop guest was the Rev. Carol 
Martignacco, who had told her very own story, The 
Everything Seed, for the Primers in the morning, 
using a wonderful flowerpot “story box” created by 
parent Maria Gacesa.

Looking forward to our third year of using Spirit 
Play, we hope to emphasize stories about many wise 
and brave people who have contributed to the 
evolution of Unitarian Universalism. Anyone else who 
would like to learn to be a SP Storyteller or Doorkeeper, 
or to suggest stories and help create the boxes we use 
for each session, please contact the RE Office!

 
Lowik is poster boy for Wesmount Y!

Have you met Lowik Furlotte-Turp and his mother 
Arden, who started attending UCM early this year?  

They feel they have finally found a church where Lowik, 
who is a cheerful, large, 12-year-old autistic boy, feels at 
home and accepted. Because he is a visual learner, he 
attends the Primers Spirit Play class, but he also enjoys 
the fun of Jr. Youth sleepovers here. He is bi-lingual and 
loves gluten-free food!

Recently we learned that Lowik’s family was the 
“spokes-family” for the Westmount Y Centre’s Strong 
Kids 2010 Campaign. Their story was instrumental in 
helping the Y to raise over $56,000 to enable 59 
children with special needs to participate fully in Y 
programs. Lowik is part of the YMCA Barracudas 

swim team, where he took a silver medal in back-
stroke at last year’s Jeux de Montréal competition. 
Way to go, Lowik!

If you would like to hear more of Lowik’s story or 
to contribute to the 2011 Campaign, contact the RE 
Office – we have donation cards and envelopes.

Taking part in Religious Education (RE)

Teacher Appreciation Day is May 8. Anyone who has 
helped with, or is contributing in any way to 

Religious Education programming from September 2010 
through June 2011 will be acknowledged during the 
Time for All Ages that day. Please come both to be cele-
brated and to cheer on all those who participate. Ours is 
by definition a cooperative RE program, and it’s a true 
village effort—like raising children itself!

 
How you can get involved
This is also the time of year when the RE Committee 
and Office are looking for new folks to join our sub-
communities. One new need we have is for a team of 
teachers for next year’s Older Primers group of Grades 
5 and 6 children. They will meet approximately twice 
a month (French and All Age RE take place the other 
Sundays, usually) in the newly re-furbished Darwin/
RE Library room, and first on the agenda will be 
choosing a new name for themselves. Want to get 
involved?  Please get in touch!

Caroline Balderston Parry
Director of Religious Education

Les activités à venir de l’éducation 
religieuse en français :
Le dimanche 15 mai, à 10 h 45, après le « Moment 
pour tous les âges », tous les enfants de 5 à 12 ans 
sont invités à l’éducation religieuse en français dans 
la Chapelle des enfants. Nous terminerons notre série 
de leçons sur la spiritualité des Premières Nations 
avec le thème «  L’été ».  Si vous êtes un adulte qui 
peut aider, s.v.p. contactez Elizabeth McKinney 
Charbonneau au 450-464-3597.

Sunday, May 15, at 10:45, after the ‘Time for All 
Ages’, all children from 5 to 12 years old are invited 
to attend the French RE class in the Children’s 
Chapel. We will be completing the series of lessons 
on First Nations Spirituality, with the theme of 
“Summer.” 

Notes from DRE Caroline Balderston Parry
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 Hospitality Corner
Hospitality’s been a-hoppin’
It’s been a busy March and April in the kitchen, from cookies with green 
icing for St. Paddy’s Day to feeding over 100 workshop partici- pants at 
the Building a Vocal Community Worskshop weekend. Two more food-
ies have joined the ranks. Click here for more details.

This month... 
Friday, May 6 at 7 pm: Following the First Friday potluck, a wine and 
cheese party, courtesy of the Hospitality Committee, to celebrate the 
grand opening of the UCM Stairwell Art Gallery.  

Sunday, May 8 (Mother’s Day), after the service: Carolyn St-Denis’ muffins.

Sunday, May 29, after the service: Pizza Sunday

If you would like to work with a great group of foodie friends  
on the Hospitality Committee, contact Nancy Kleins 514-855-0005.

We Built a  
Vocal Community!

The Building a Vocal Community 
Workshop with Ysaye Barnwell, 

April 1 to 3, 2011, was a grand suc-
cess. We had 91 participants from 
the U.S. and Canada, of which 18% 
were UCM members/friends. 

The Sunday service attracted 
over 200 people and was musically 
dynamic with involvement from 
both the workshop participants 
and the gathered congregation.

Expenses totaled $6600, 
including the Hospitality 
Committee’s costs for the lunches 
on Saturday and Sunday, leaving 
over $2700 in profit for the 
church.

Numerous volunteers helped make 
this event successful:
Publicity, led by Caroline Jondahl, 
with input from Diane Rollert and 
Sandra Hunt; David Rollert 
handled the website listing.
House Manager, Kirstin McKeown.
Registration, Denis Barsalo with 
support from Carol Cumming 
Speirs on the opening evening;
Frank Greene prepared nametags 
for all the participants.
Product Sales,Jessica Burpee.
Greeters, Marlo Turner Ritchie, 
John Pike and David Rollert.
Hotel accommodation and 
photography, Alison Hall.
Flowers, Maychai Brown
Food, Nancy Kleins and the 
Hospitality Committee with at 
least a dozen workers in the 
kitchen both Saturday and 
Sunday!
Office support, Verna Litwack.
And special thanks to Margo Ellis, 
producer, for pulling it all 
together!

 
Thanks to everyone who 

volunteered and participated for a 
wonderful three days of music! 

Our Bowls Overfloweth!

Our annual Empty Bowls event on Saturday, April 9, was a resounding 
success. We raised $10,135 that will be divided among three beneficia-

ries: Multi Caf, NDG Food Depot, and Montreal Diet Dispensary (MDD), 
with a contribution of $235 to the Empty Bowls fundraiser that is part of 
the CUC-ACM to benefit local charities in Toronto.  

Thank you to the team of volunteers who organized the event: Sue 
Montgomery, Michele Zegray, Trudy Blumstein, Susan Gvetvay, Alison 
Hall, Jeanie Riddle, Janine Cobb, Debra Ganong, Lola Ruiz, Susan Delia 
Carpenter and Sheila Caplan. 

Thank you to the many volunteers who participated as greeters, bowl 
washers, servers, clean-up crew and to the wonderful musicians. 

And thank you to everyone who came out and supported this very 
fun and worthwhile event.

Governance Task Force Update
On Sunday, April 10 the Governance Task Force presented an interim 
evaluation at a Town Hall conversation attended by over 30 members. 
To receive a copy of the report, please contact the church office.

The adapted structure has been working well and showing positive 
results, as well as the expected bumps along the way which we are 
pleased to report have prompted discussion and engagement as we 
proceed to work with this new structure. 

At the AGM on June 6 we will be proposing that we continue with 
another trial year and an ongoing evaluation process.

Alison Hall, Governance Task Force chair (governance@ucmtl.ca)
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Unitarian Church of Montreal 
Église unitarienne de Montréal
5035, boul de Maisonneuve O., Montréal QC H4A IY5
Tel: 514-485-9933 
Fax: 514-485-7999
office@ucmtl.ca    www.ucmtl.ca

Mouvement unitarien universaliste  
au Québec  www.uuqc.ca

Minister: Reverend Diane Rollert
514-485-7654 dianerollert@ucmtl.ca

Minister Emeritus: Reverend Charles Eddis
514-934-1535 eddis@ucmtl.ca

Church Administrator: Verna Litwack
514-485-9933  office@ucmtl.ca

Director of Religious Education (DRE):
Caroline Balderston Parry   
514-485-9933  dre@ucmtl.ca 
Office hours: Sundays til 2 pm, Tues. and Wed. 1–7pm

Assistant DRE: Victoria Schmidt
438-868-6815  victoria.schmidt@mail.mcgill.ca

Youth Coordinator: Curtis Murphy 514-481-0833   
blessed_are_the_bewildered@yahoo.ca

Church Musician: Sandra Hunt
514-484-5559  2sandrahunt@gmail.com

Custodian: Helmut Strohmeyer 514-485-9933

Lay Chaplains: 
Ann Beer  514-426-1204  ann_beer@hotmail.com
Nicoline Guerrier  450-458-5860  nguerrier@hudson.net
Shoshanna Green  514-426-0843 shoshannag@gmail.com
 
 

Steering Committee
President: 
Marlo Turner-Ritchie  514-482-4435  
marlodiamond@yahoo.com

Vice-President:	 
Margo Ellis  514-572-8669 margo.ellis@bell.net

Treasurer: 
Robert (Bob) Edgar  514-767-1283 bedgar4@gmail.com 

Secretary: 
Rodrigo Solano-Quesnel  514-481-0833   
rod.esq@gmail.com

Senior Wardens: 
Sylvia Heuckendorff 514-933-7601 
Phyllis Greggain 514-366-0618

Past President (Nominating Committee Chair):
David Kersulis  514-365-3191 
david.kersulis@Videotron.ca

Moderator (Council):
Denis Barsalo  514-636-8406  dbarsalo@sympatico.ca

Council
Associational Affairs: Vacant

Building & Grounds: Vacant

Caring Network:
Janine Cobb  514-938-9617  janine.cobb@gmail.com

Communications: 
Cym Gomery  514-369-8933  cymgomery@gmail.com

Congregational Programs: Vacant

Hospitality:  Nancy Kleins   nan@tradewords.ca

Le groupe francophone:
Hannelore Poncelet  450-653-5694

Membership:  
Petrina Lee Poy  514-485-5555   
petrina_lee_poy@yahoo.com

Music Ministry Collective:
Carol Cumming Speirs 514-989-1397 
carol.speirs@mcgill.ca

Religious Education:  
Susan Gyetvay  514-369-8192  sgyetvay@sympatico.ca

Social & Environmental Concerns:
Christina Duvander  514-630-7523  cduvander@gmail.com 

Worship Committee: 
Kirstin McKeown  514-344-9232  worship@ucmtl.ca

Young Adult Contact:  
Mona Luxion   m.luxion@gmail.com

Next newsletter deadline:
Wednesday, May 18

Email submissions to: news@ucmtl.ca
Please include your name and phone number.

In the event of any concern related to sexual 
harassment, contact the minister or Carol Cumming 
Speirs (514-989-1397) or Jack Cobb (514-938-9617).

To receive the electronic version of the 
newsletter by email, please send your request 
to Verna Litwack, office@ucmtl.ca@


