
March Worship Calendar
Services begin at 10:30 am
Child care and children’s program available.

March 3
Finding Balance in the Shelter of Each Other: 
Community Reflections on Mental Illness
Rev. Diane Rollert, Abram Friedland,  
Susan Gray and others.  
Noah Friedland, cellist, Donald Pistolesi, 
pianist, Joyce Moore, violinist, and Sandra 
Hunt, pianist.
(Don’t forget the ‘Sock-it-to-us Sock Throw’)  
 
March 10
Choice in Dying: A Matter of Justice
Wanda Morris, Executive Director of Dying 
with Dignity
Rev. Diane Rollert and Shoshanna Green, 
service leaders
Emanuel Freitas, pianist
 
March 17
Gathering: Young Adult Perspectives
Led by young adult members of our 
community. Music by Eliza Moore and 
Gabrielle Lamoureux, with Sandra Hunt, 
pianist.
 
March 24
Who Are Our Neighbours?
Rev. Diane Rollert
Yellow Door Choir, Eleanor Stubley, 
conductor, and Sandra Hunt, pianist.
 
March 31
Bring Us to the Mountainside
Rev. Diane Rollert
Parts in Peace Choir, The Greater Goods,  
and Eliza Moore, with Sandra Hunt, pianist.
Communion after the service at 11:45  
in the Sanctuary  
For many, many years our church By-Laws 
have specified that we serve communion on 
Easter Sunday. This is an optional service. 
Those who wish to participate are invited  
to remain in the Sanctuary. We do this to 
honour our Christian roots and to remember 
those whose teaching and love have made  
a difference in our lives.

Gathered Here 
Unitarian Church of Montreal Église unitarienne de Montréal

March 2013 
Newsletter

Message from the President

Our Vision for Social Action
In last month’s newsletter, I shared the results of our recent dis-

cussion of a vision for social justice action at UCM, starting 
with the question: “What might our social actions look like in five 
years? How will we ‘act in the world’?”

Below is a proposed vision statement that attempts to 
summarize our discussion. This statement is something we can 
live with for awhile: we can see how useful it is in terms of 
inspiring people to act, and in helping to select the most 
appropriate initiatives. Later, we can present it to the congregation 
for adoption -- with modifications as needed.

The visioning we have done has, to some extent, tapped pent-
up energy in our community. Some people would dearly love to 
see us take on a meaningful project, at least those of us who are 
able to. And that is a good thing.

The vision statement below is intended to flip the switch to 
“ON”! There are, of course, too many variables to allow a target 
date for an initiative such as described. (For example, the larger 
the project, the longer the initial feasibility study needed.) Yet my 
hope is that we will come up with a couple of ideas by this 
coming September. I recognize, however, that the best ideas still 
have to pass the ‘enthusiasm-and-ownership test’. If too few 
people are inspired to commit to an action, we will have to keep 
searching.

These ideas may come from our Social and Environmental 
Concerns Committee (SECC), or they may come from our support 
for the CUC initiative on Global Warming, or they may come 
from you. I expect more good ideas than we are able to act on, 
but we will take on one or more, in addition to the continuing 
activities of the SECC.

 
Proposed social action vision statement:
•	 To work together on local projects while keeping an interna-

tional perspective.
•	 To encourage activism among all generations of our members 

so as to combine enthusiasm with wisdom; and modern tech-
nical knowledge with long perspectives.

•	 To work directly with people who seek change, when possible.
•	 To emphasize communication in our projects,  

i.e., empowerment, advocacy and education.

Special Business Meeting – Sunday, April 21
See page 3 for details.

Contiued on page 2
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Longtime UCM member Thea Wesselow (nee Karp) 
died January 1 at the age of 91. She was the beloved 
and loving wife of the late Eric Wesselow, who did 
the watercolour painting of the Simpson Street 
church which hangs on the wall beside Diane’s 
office. Thea is survived by children Cori and 
Stephen, and by grandchildren Tara, Erin, Jillian, 
Kirsten and Eric. Her boundless warmth, love, and 
humour will be profoundly missed by all. 

We hold in our hearts Carole Thorpe whose mother 
Cecilia Anne Roy Thorpe died on January 16. A 
memorial service was held at Mount Roy Cemetery 
on February 7, officiated by Rev. Diane Rollert.

CORRECTION: The news about Vanessa Hunt-
Russell in last month’s newsletter was incorrect. The 
grand news is actually that Vanessa won a competi-
tion within her Hochschule to play with the Basel 
Symphony Orchestra. She’ll perform Samuel 
Barber’s cello concerto  in late June, 2013. It’ll be 
her first gig with a fully professional orchestra.

Our fellow UUs at Lakshore Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation invite you to participate in their 
Sunday services and activities. Visit www.luuc.org 
for details.

Share the Plate – March
L’Abri en Ville
During the month of March, half of the unidentified 
cash in the collection baskets will be donated to 
L’Abri en Ville which provides a stable and fulfilling 
environment for persons with a mental illness 
through safe, affordable housing and inclusion in a 
supportive community. The other portion of the 
unidentified cash will go to help the Church.

Memorial Flowers
March 3  Barbara Keats
March 10  Anne Gerd Ohlsson and Thure Duvander
March 17  David Jones
March 24   Leslie Gyetvay and Bill Haughey
March 31   Paula Daniels and Henry Kersten

If you would like to help with ordering Sunday flow-
ers, please contact Maychai Brown 514-487-3236, or 
Frances Nott, 514-352-6847. Or contact us if you 
would like to remember a friend or loved one in this 
special way. Cost of a flower arrangement is $50.

 Entre Nous

 Taking Action in the World
Support for St. Michael’s Mission
We’re collecting clothing, books and games for St. 
Michael’s Mission.  Underwear — regular or long- 
johns — jackets, coats, sweaters, shirts, boots, warm 
socks, and mittens are all needed, mostly for men. 
Books, magazines, and games are also appreciated. 
All items can be left on the large corner table in 
Phoenix Hall for collection. 

Don’t forget the “SOCK IT TO US” collection on 
Sunday, March 3! Deatils on page 6.

Thank you very much for your contributions! 
Christina Duvander at 514-630-7523 
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee (SECC)

Empty Bowls 2013 – April 13 & 14
Plan to participate! See page 4 for more details.

An example of the type of project that fits this 
vision is our involvement in recent years with the 
“Covered Garden,” a common room and library at 
the YMCA residence for newly-arrived refugees in 
Montreal. UCM member Bob Wright learned that the 
Covered Garden was closed on weekends due to lack 
of staff or volunteers. He proposed that UCM get 
involved. Interested volunteers were trained by the 
YMCA staff person running the program and they 
committed to regular Sunday afternoons. They were 
often able to offer assistance and orientation about 
living and getting around in Montreal, along with 
moral support and friendship. In addition, children 
in our R.E. program wrote cards of welcome to the 
recently- arrived children. There was multi-
generational involvement as we worked with an 
existing organization to support their efforts; we were 
able to give support to people stepping into an 
unfamiliar culture and country. (Unfortunately, 
changes in Canadian federal policy have reduced the 
number of refugees so there is no further need for our 
help.)
 
Let’s brainstorm on social action!
If the proposed statement outlined above brings a 
project to mind and you are willing to do some 
initial research, please contact Christina Duvander, 
(chair of the SECC) or me, John Inder. (contact info 
on back cover)

President’s Message  
Continued from page 1
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Congregational information Session: 
Governance and Changes to the By-Laws
Sunday, March 24, 12:15 pm
A presentation of information concerning: 
1) a review of the trial governance structure that will 
be voted on at a meeting on April 21; and  
2) a review and discussion of the changes to the 
By-Laws and Standing Rules needed to legitimize 
changes in the governance structure. 
This is an opportunity to review and discuss changes 
before the very important meeting on April 21.

SPECiAL BUSiNESS MEETiNG: 
Final Vote on New Governance 
Structure and By-Laws 
Sunday, April 21, 12:15 pm
Please plan to attend. At least 30% of special voting 
members (i.e., members of more than a year) must be 
present to vote on the governance structure and the 
supporting By-Laws and Standing Rules. A simple 
majority is needed to adopt the new governance 
structure, but a two-thirds majority is required to  
change By-Laws.
      ALSO at this meeting, motions to ratify two new 
lay chaplain candidates, Margo Ellis and Caroline 
Jondahl, will be presented. (See message from the 
Lay Chaplaincy Committee on page 7)

Where We Are

During the three-year trial period, we have had 
two complementary and collaborating leader-

ship bodies: The Steering Committee -- the adminis-
trative, planning and visioning body responsible for 
all financial matters; and The Council -- the informa-
tion and action body coordinating day-to-day church 
activities such as worship, religious education, music, 
young adults and our social justice work.

The structure to be presented at these meetings is 
virtually the same as that in place over the past three 
years. There are minor changes: The Steering 
Committee will be renamed Board of Trustees and 
there will be two members-at-large elected to this 
body to help with communication between our 
membership, the Board, and the wider UU 
movement. (The role of a “Steering Committee” 
varies from organization to organization, and this 
term has caused confusion for our newer members 
and outside organizations. The Governance Task 
Force is proposing “Board of Trustees” to create 
greater clarity in legal matters.)

If the change in governance structure is not 
approved (i.e., fewer than 30% of special voting 
members are present, or fewer than 50% of these 
approve the change), we must revert to our previous 
15-member board structure.    
The Governance Task Force 
(Margo Ellis, Petrina Lee Poy, Carol Cumming Speirs, 
Diane Rollert and Barbara Jackson)

Governance Task Force Update: Time to VOTE

UCM Council, Steering Committee and Group Covenant

A s a result of the Leadership retreat held in September 2012, the following covenant was drafted to guide 
and inspire lay leaders in our congregation. It was approved by members of both the Steering Committee 

and the Council who agree that this is a “living” document, to be revisited and revised periodically.

As members of the Steering Committee and Council, and as leaders serving 
this congregation:
•	 We promise to create a safe and loving space to empower each other as we make decisions, act, and take 

ownership of our roles to uphold the vision and principles of the UCM when working towards our goals.
•	 We promise to work towards clarity and understanding.
•	 We promise to disagree openly in all our meetings as clearly and honestly as possible.
•	 We promise to hear all voices, both present and absent, and to acknowledge the importance of time for 

reflection and second thoughts.
•	 We promise to support the final decisions of the group, whether it reflects our personal view or not.
•	 We affirm that the time we spend working in the service of the community is a form of spiritual practice  

to be approached with humility and mindfulness.
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Special Events
Stairwell Art Gallery — Rachelle Mayer
March 1 to May 2, Vernissage, March 1, 5 to 7 pm 
A selection of her oil paintings and encaustics depict-
ing people in public spaces will be exhibited. A selec-
tion of her 4x4 in. monotypes will be for sale. One 
quarter of all proceeds from artwork sales goes to the 
UCM operating fund.

Sunday, March 10, 1 to 3 pm      
Dying with Dignity Workshop
Co-facilitated by Wanda Morris, Executive Director of 
Dying with Dignity, and Rev. Diane Rollert. Learn about 
end-of-life health care options and rights, explore feel-
ings about the current situation and laws concerning 
medically-assisted dying, particularly in Quebec and 
B.C. Open to the public. Sponsored by the UCM 
Caring Network which will offer a free lunch for those 
who wish to stay on after the morning service. 

Visit the 1830s world of Eleanora Hallen
Saturday, March 16, 1–3:30 pm  (Bidnite offer)
Caroline Balderston Parry will share the fascinating 
journals of pioneer life written by ten year-old 
Eleanora Hallen. Children 7 an older with an interest 
in the past are welcome. $10 adults, $5 children.
Contact Maychai Brown 514 487-3236 (email: 
Bidnite@ucmtl.ca) to reserve your place.

Saint Paddy’s Day Potato Bar Lunch 
Sunday, March 17
Joint fundraiser by the Social & Environmental 
Concerns Committee (SECC) and Hospitality 
Committee to support UCM’s membership in 
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice (CUSJ) -- with 
any remaining funds going towards other SECC proj-
ects. The Hospitality Committee will absorb all costs, 
so all donations go toward the fundraiser.

iMAGiCON Youth Conference, March 22 to 24, at UCM
See page 6 more details.

Faith in Transition 
Wednesday, March 27, 7 pm, Children’s Chapel
A global movement is underway to help communi-
ties transition away from fossil fuel dependence and 
climate chaos toward clean energy and local resil-
ience (www.transitionnetwork.org). We are inviting 
people, across all faith tradtions, to join us for an 

open conversation about what a “Faith in Transition” 
movement might look like. At this meeting, our first, 
we will show the film “Transition 1.0” followed by a 
brief discussion.
Contact:  Curtis Murphy 514-487-1349  

curtis.adler.murphy@gmail.com

UCM Passover Seder, March 29, 6 pm
A family-friendly observance of Passover.
Please use the sign up sheet on the door to Phoenix 
Hall or contact Melani Litwack at 514-394-2043 
Suggested donation: adults $8, children $3, families $20 

Upcoming – Mark your calendar
Friday to Sunday, May 17 to 19, Calgary  
Canadian Unitarian Council Annual Conference & Meeting
Diversity: Creating a Shared Understanding
This gathering is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
Unitarians and Universalists from across the country.
Our congregation will be sending four delegates so, if 
you are interested in representing the congregation, 
speak to a Steering Committee member about how to 
apply. Visit www.cuc.ca for conference details. 

Empty Bowls Fundraiser to Fight Hunger
Saturday, April 13, Unitarian Church
AND Sunday, April 14, Synagogue Dorshei Emet
www.emptybowlsmontreal.org
Come participate! Help greet the public, bus tables, 
wash bowls or clean up at the end. Bring an apron 
and a smile! Please contact Trudy Blumstein to sign 
up 514-486-2567. Our volunteer recruiters in aprons 
will be on hand after services on Sundays, March 24, 
31 and April 7!
   

Weekly Programs
Play Group – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10 am to noon, 
We welcome children under five on a drop-in basis 
accompanied by a (grand)parent or caregiver. Pack a 
snack for your child(ren). Coffee is provided. Open to 
all, whether church members or not. No charge but a 
donation of $3/session per family is suggested.
Contact: Melani Litwack, 514-394-2043   
 
Carmina Choir
Tuesdays, 7:30 pm, Phoenix Hall
To be a member of Carmina, no ability to read music 
is necessary as learning aids are provided. A sense of 
humour is an advantage. 
Contact: Brian Brice, director, 514-843-6497.    
 

What’s going on…
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Parts in Peace Choir
Thursdays, 7:25 pm, 3787 Girouard Ave. til mid-March
Weekly rehearsal for our monthly contribution to 
the Sunday morning music. All are welcome – bring 
your love of singing, a binder and pencil.  
Sandra Hunt, Director of Music, at 514-484-5559
 

Monthly Programs & Activities 
First Friday Potluck
Friday, March 1, 6 pm, Phoenix Hall  
Bring a dish to share. Come for the Stairwell Art 
Gallery Vernissage and stay for the potluck. After 
dinner, stay for the film: Capitaines de l’espérence : des 
lacs artifiiels en Haïti. 
Le vendredi 1 mars, 18 h :  
Souper à la bonne franquette
...en partageant nos plats avec nos amis et amies.

Le vendredi 1 mars à 19 h 30 
Cercle de discussion 
Présentation d’un film de Lise Gantheret, Capitaines 
de l’espérence : des lacs artificiels en Haïti, avec com-
mentaires de notre invité, Rafik Salami. 
Vos amis et amies sont bienvenu(e)s.  

Open Collage Sessions
Saturday, March 2, 10 am to 4 pm, Garden Room   
(First Saturday of every month through to April)
Caroline Balderston Parry anchors these sessions and 
suggests you set aside at least two hours to restore 
your soul through collage. Contact Caroline for 
details, 514-622-2173  

Exploring the intangible:  Discussion Group
Sunday, March 3, 12:30 pm, Children’s Chapel    
Topic: Dishonest competition in sports disgusts honest 
competitors and spectators. In what other spheres does 
dishonest or aggressive competition affect society, and can 
we change the status quo? All are welcome.
Contact: Christine Rourke at 514-761-0669
 
Seeking the Sacred in Stories
Tuesday March 5, noon to 1:15 pm
(every first Tuesday)
Facilitated by Rev. Diane Rollert
Bring your own brown bag lunch and join this ongo-
ing group, as we deepen in community and search 
for meaning in the stories we read. Copies of stories 
available from the office.     
 
Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 pm
Meeting of committee chairs and program leaders.
Contact: Krystyna Matula  moderator@ucmtl.ca

For What it’s Worth: Small Group Discussion 
Thursdays March 14 & 28, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Thomas Rm  
An ongoing opportunity to explore and connect 
deeply with one another using Sunday Service as our 
theme and the small group as our model.  
Contact: Amber Dawn Bellemare, Worship Chair, 
514-686-0763 (after 6 pm).                                                   

Knitting & Craft Group
This activity has been put on hold while its leader, 
Katherine Childs, cares for her new baby. Stay tuned 
for updates!   
 
Art Collective meeting
Sunday, March 17, 12:30 pm, Garden Room
We will meet to make plans for the Stairwell Art 
Gallery in the coming church year. Anyone interest-
ed is welcome to attend.
Contact: Prue Rains at 514-481-8653  
 
Social and Environmental Concerns Committee
Sunday, March 17, 12:15 pm, Thomas Room.
All are welcome!
For information, call Christina at 514-630-7523.

Midday Meal with Music
Wednesday, March 20, 12:30 pm, Phoenix Hall
If you came to the February meal, there is no need to 
register for March. Otherwise, please register with 
Ruth di Giovanni at 514-934-4956. Cost is $5. Call 
Elizabeth Anglin at 514-937-4095 if you would like 
to volunteer to help out.Visitors always welcome. 
The music this month will be provided by McGill 
pianists Angela (Szu-Hsuan) Wu and Prim (Karnsiri) 
Laothamatas. Their program  will feature Bach, 
Mozart, Schumann, Chopin and Liszt.
   
Drum Circle
Monday, March 25, 7:30 to 9:30 pm, Phoenix Hall
Come with your drums, rattles, shakers, and whatev-
er makes you feel comfortable. Please plan to arrive 
between 7 and 7:30 pm; once we have started drum-
ming, we can’t always hear the doorbell!
Contact: Ann Beer        
 
Book Discussion Group
Wednesday, March 27, 7 pm, Thomas Room 
Trial of Passion by William Deverell. The novel fea-
tures the brilliant lawyer Arthur Beauchamp, who is 
healing from a marital crisis on a quiet island off the 
British Columbia coast when his retirement is inter-
rupted by his former law colleagues’ request for help.  
New members most welcome.
Contact: John Heath 514-486-2567     
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All ages participate in charting  
an R.E. vision
Two R.E. staff, six parents and two babies met with 
the Steering Committee on February 20 to look at the 
overall functioning and future vision for our 
Religious Education/Exploration program. (The 
babies, plus a bouncing five-year-old, added great life 
to our discussions!)
    The R.E. Committee will continue to consider and 
take action on the points raised, such as: Can we 
gather enough young people in one age group to run 
more Our Whole Lives sexuality and identity educa-
tion programs? How do we encourage members and 
attenders to incorporate our children, youth and 
young adults more respectfully in the Sunday coffee 
hour? We may decide to work with the R.E. commu-
nity to evolve an actual “vision statement” for R.E., 
and would welcome further input from everyone. Our 
President thanked us, saying, “Everything that’s been 
already said or sent in should be retained and used to 
stimulate further reflection.”
     Written input from five other parents was also 
shared at the meeting. Those comments, a “back-
grounder” document, a chart documenting R.E. lead-
ers and staff since the early ‘80s (including the 
Pattersons as co-DREs), statistics on children and fam-
ily involved over the past decade, and notes from the 
meeting, are all available; just send an email to dre@
ucmtl.ca. The backgrounder and staffing chart are 
also posted in the Nursery.  
 
Help Visiting Parents With Little 
Children
Remember our commitment to welcome and nurture? 
When new families arrive, they sometimes need help 
so their youngsters are able to sit quietly in the sanc-
tuary during part or all of the service. (Parents choose 
where to sit or how long to stay in our circle of wor-
ship in different ways, which we want to respect.) For 
a few years we’ve had a big basket of quiet things 
(board books, crayons, pipe cleaners, etc.) to occupy 
children. But one is not enough. We now have three 
smaller baskets, each with slightly different contents, 
as per the labels; they are on the cabinet in the foyer 
next to the name tags. Remember that we, as a com-
munity, are the “village” needed to raise a child. 
During the service, feel free to get a basket to offer to 
parents of restless small folk. Don’t forget to smile 
and assure new families that they and their young-
sters are welcome among us!

Donations to R.E.
Many thanks to Sarah Thompson for donating cos-
tumes, French language books, craft materials and 
stuffed animals as her family gets ready to move. 
Thanks to “anonymous” for new hardbound copies of 
A Child’s Garden of Verses and The Fairy Tales of 
Hans Christian Andersen. There are also a number of 
DVDs of Hans Christian Andersen stories, which we 
would be happy to pass on to anyone interested. 
Further note : R.E. cupboards are spacious, but please 
inquire if we can store or use your donation before 
passing it along. Thank you!
 
Part-Time Child Care Work Available
We are blessed with Sam Gyetvay and Shannon Horan 
as regular caregivers on Sunday mornings in the 
Nursery. They are also on the front lines, as it were, in 
terms of welcoming new families. We’re especially 
glad that they are both long-time Unitarians. However, 
we need back-up workers for Sundays and other occa-
sional UCM events and would prefer to find them 
within the UCM community. If you would like a few 
hours of work bi-monthly at $10/hr., please contact 
Gaby Lamoureux, our RE Assistant and supervisor of 
childcare workers, at 438-884-4229, monkeyflunker@
gmail.com. 
 
iMAGiCON is coming! You can help out!
On March 22 to 24, an Imagination-themed youth 
conference, jointly planned by Montreal and Ottawa 
youth, will provide an opportunity to network and 
strengthen our relationships with UU youth in the 
eastern and central regions and beyond.

We’re pleased and proud to be hosting this event 
in our church, and expect about 30 to 40 youth aged 
14-20 and their Advisers. Imagicon begins Friday, 
March 22, at 6 p.m. and ends Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Cost is $40 CDN/US per youth.

The youth are organizing workshops and events 
over the weekend, but we’re looking for adults to 
help with meal preparation, donations of snack 
foods and beverages, and overnight supervision. All 
volunteers, food donations and questions about the 
“CON,” including registration forms for youth and 
Advisers, should go through Carlene Gardner, Youth 
Programs Coordinator. info@carlenegardner.com
 
Blessings, 
Caroline Balderston Parry,  
Director of Religious Education, 514-485-9933  
(most Sundays til 2 pm, Tues and Wed from 1-7 pm)

Notes from REExploring Education   
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Message from the Treasurer

2012 ended on positive note!

This past February 6, members of the Executive 
Committee and UCM administrator Verna 

Litwack, had an opportunity to meet with UCM’s 
accountant, Donna Salvati, to go over the 2012 draft 
of year-end numbers. The news was quite positive. 
Highlights from the 2012 budget include: 
•	 revenues came in 2% over budget and overall 

expenses were down 14% from budgeted 
amounts; 

•	 excess of expenditures over revenues amounted to 
a deficit of $96,407; 

•	 total giving (financial commitments and pledges 
for the non- current year) was approximately 
$2000 lower than budgeted amounts. 

According to the financial statements, overall reve-
nues decreased by $15,000 from 2011; total expenses 
were down $13,500 from the previous year, with a 
total deficiency of $92,000. This is an  increase of 
$8,000 from 2011. The Endowment Fund, Edith Low 
Beer Fund and John Cordner Fund performed as 
expected, at a rate of around 4%. 
If you have any questions about this year’s year-end 
financials in advance of June’s AGM, please e-mail 
me. As always, your questions, comments and con-
cerns are most appreciated!

Andrea Reichert, UCM Treasurer
aj_reichert@videotron.ca

Stairwell Art Gallery
Call for Orphan Art for May/June Exhibit
If you own artwork that, for reasons of downsizing 
or visual fatigue, you are willing to sell, here’s your 
chance.  During the months of May and June, the 
Stairwell Art Gallery will exhibit “orphan art” look-
ing for a new home.  

You will need to sign a waiver releasing the UCM 
from liability for damage or loss, agree to give 25% 
of your proceeds to the UCM, and agree to take back 
works that do not sell.  You decide what works to 
offer (no more than three per UCM member) and 
you set the price.  
To have your work accepted for exhibition, please 
contact us before April 15 with the following details: 
your name, artist’s name, title of the work, medium 
(e.g. poster, oil painting, water color, print), size in 
inches (height by width), price.
Contact: Prue Rains 514-481-8653, prue.rains@
mcgill.ca

 Welcome and Nurture

Caring Network
March Coordinator: Virginia Thomas, 514-484-0283 
Act as chauffeur, visit house- or hospital- bound 
members or make and/or deliver food. Interested? 
Please call Janine Cobb at 514-938-9617. 
If you know of anyone who could use our help, 
please contact this month’s coordinator.    

Greet on Sunday Morning 
Help welcome your fellow Unitarians and our many 
visitors. To volunteer, add your name on the sign-up 
sheet in Phoenix Hall near the back door, or contact 
Petrina Lee Poy, membership chair, at 514-485-5555.

Sunday Coffee Volunteers 
Coordinator: Ruth Di Giovanni 514-934-4956  
Java Jivers needed to prepare and serve coffee as part of 
our Sunday morning hospitality. 

Finding volunteers to wash nearly 100 coffee 
cups every Sunday has been a challenge. So, by using 
your tips, we’re going to pay a dishwasher. Next time 
you have a cup of tea or coffee, show your 
appreciation to the dishwasher by dropping a little 
something in the tip jar.

Lay Chaplaincy Candidates 

The Lay Chaplaincy Committee (Ann Beer, Emanuel 
Freitas, Shoshanna Green, Sylvia Heuckendorff, 

Keith Robinson and Rev. Diane Rollert) would like to 
announce that Margo Ellis and Caroline Jondahl have 
been chosen as candidates for the position of lay chap-
lain. Both have gone through a rigorous process that 
included written applications, references and inter-
views. The committee is looking forward to working 
with both Margo and Caroline as they aspire to step 
into this challenging and inspiring role within our 
community. But it is only by you, the congregation, 
that they can be invested as lay chaplains. 

On April 21, during the special congregational 
meeting to vote on revisions to our church By-Laws, 
the congregation will be asked to approve motions 
to ratify Margo and Caroline’s candidacies. We hope 
you will be present for this important moment. If 
you have any questions or would like to know more 
about lay chaplaincy, please feel free to contact a 
member of the committee.
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Unitarian Church of Montreal 
Église unitarienne de Montréal
5035, boul de Maisonneuve O., Montréal QC H4A IY5
Tel: 514-485-9933 
Fax: 514-485-7999
office@ucmtl.ca  
www.ucmtl.ca

Mouvement unitarien universaliste  
au Québec www.uuqc.ca

Minister: Reverend Diane Rollert 
514-485-7654 dianerollert@ucmtl.ca

Minister Emeritus: Reverend Charles Eddis 
514-934-1535 eddis@ucmtl.ca

Church Administrator: Verna Litwack 
514-485-9933 office@ucmtl.ca

Director of Religious Education (DRE): 
Caroline Balderston Parry  
514-485-9933 dre@ucmtl.ca 
Office hours: Sundays til 2 pm, Tues. and Wed. 1–7pm

Assistant DRE: Gaby Lamoureux 
438-884-4229 

Youth Coordinator: Carlene Gardner 
514-766-7500   info@carlenegardner.com

Music Director: Sandra Hunt 
514-484-5559 2sandrahunt@gmail.com

Custodian: Helmut Strohmeyer 514-485-9933

Lay Chaplain: 
Shoshanna Green 514-426-0843 shoshannag@gmail.com
 
 

Steering Committee 
The Steering Committee meets monthly  
on the third Wednesday at 7 pm.

President: John inder  johncninder@gmail.com

Vice-President:  vacant

Treasurer:  
Andrea Reichert  treasurer@ucmtl.ca 

Secretary (interim):  
Sylvia Heuckendorff  514-933-7601

Senior Warden:  
Aldyth Harrison  514-739-3830  lithjam@yahoo.ca

Past President (Nominating Committee Chair): 
Margo Ellis  514-572-8669  margo.ellis@bell.net

Moderator (Council):
Krystyna Matula   moderator@ucmtl.ca

Council
Associational Affairs: vacant

Building & Grounds: John Dealy  john.dealy@mcgill.ca

Caring Network:
Janine Cobb  514-938-9617  janine.cobb@gmail.com

Communications: Alison Hall 514-636-8406  
ar.hall@sympatico.ca & Sue Montgomery  
montgomery.sue@gmail.com

Congregational Programs: Vacant

Hospitality: Nancy Kleins  nan@tradeworks.ca

Le groupe francophone:
Hannelore Poncelet  450-653-5694

Membership:  
Petrina Lee Poy  514-485-5555   
petrina_lee_poy@yahoo.com

Music Ministry Collective:
Carol Cumming Speirs 514-989-1397 
carol.speirs@mcgill.ca

Religious Education:  
Melani Litwack melani_l@yahoo.com 514-394-2043

Social & Environmental Concerns: 
Christina Duvander  514-630-7523  cduvander@gmail.com 

Worship Committee: Amber Dawn Bellemare 
worship@ucmtl.ca 514-686-0763 (after 6 pm)

Next newsletter deadline:
Wednesday, March 20

Email submissions to: news@ucmtl.ca
Please include your name and phone number!

Please note, due to space limitations, some parts of the 
electronic newsletter are not included in the print version.

In the event of any concern related to  
sexual harassment, contact the minister  
or Carol Cumming Speirs (514-989-1397).

UCM parking areas are locked at night
PLEASE NOTE: The gates to both our parking lots are 

closed between the hours of 11 pm to 7 am. 

EDITor’S NoTE: due to space limitations, this print version does 
not include some parts of the electronic newsletter. To receive the 
electonic newsletter by email, please contact the church office.


