
Newsletter 	 December / décembre 2008

Worship Calendar
Services start at 10:30 am, unless otherwise noted

December 7 
Faith: Thoughts on a Wounded Word 
Rev. Diane Rollert; special musical guest Sara Latendresse 
Sara is a one of Montreal’s favourite jazz singers, 
known for her gorgeous vocals and creative musi-
cal arrangements. She received rave reviews during 
last year’s Jazz & Justice concert series at UCM. 

December 14 
This Year I Will Be Intentional (I Hope): A Reflection for 
the Holidays 
Rev. Diane Rollert ; special musical guests The  
Yellow Door Choir, directed by Eleanor Stubley 

December 21 
Celebrating the Winter Solstice 
The children and Caroline Baldertson Parry 
A multigenerational service of song and story to 
mark the shortest day of the year and to encourage 
and celebrate the return of the sun. 
A special holiday luncheon follows the service. All 
are invited. 

December 24 
Candlelight Service, Wednesday evening, 
6:30 p.m. 
A bilingual Christmas Eve service 
with carols. Music provided by Sandra Hunt and 
family, with members of the congregation. 

December 28 
Poetry Potluck for the the New Year/Poésie et Bouffe 
David Horan and Yves Manseau 
A bilingual celebration. Bring a favourite poem and 
food to share after the service. Partagez poésie et, 
après la célébration, vos mets préférés. 

President’s Message

“How is your term as President going?” is a 
question I am frequently asked. Many times it 
is accompanied by a hand gently placed on my 
forearm, a concerned expression such as you 
would expect at a relative’s funeral, and a look 
that says, “Thank God it’s you and not me”. I 
usually answer, “It’s easier than I thought. Thank 
you for asking.” 
It’s true. It is going better than I thought. But I’ve 
come to realize that my post has an image prob-
lem — as a daunting, time-consuming, take-
over-your-life commitment. True, if I had want-
ed, I could have thrown myself into the role until 
I became involved in every aspect of church life, 
but I consciously choose not to. I chose instead to 
take care of basic business; the Executive meet-
ing, the Board meeting, the pledge campaign 
and other congregational meetings and com-
mittees that are part of my mandate. While this 
may sound dry and uninspiring, these meetings 
bring members of this congregation together 
to work as a team. We are truly blessed with a 
wonderful group that works well together with 
such generosity and inspiration. 
At this point you are probably wondering: “OK, 
where is he going with this?” 
My reply is: Don’t be afraid to volunteer for a 
position on the Board or even on the Executive. 
We presently have two Board portfolio positions 
to fill: Worship Committee Chair and Building 
Chair. 
The Worship Committee is working well, with 
our minister Diane and a team of five planning 
Sunday services. A Worship Committee chair-
person is needed to organize the meetings, a 
task currently handled by Diane. 
The Building Chair vacancy is urgent. Bob Ed-
gar, who has taken on the duties of Treasurer 
this year, finds himself doing double duty as act-
ing Building Chair, the role he held last year and 
which is no longer officially his responsibility. 
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I believe it is our congregational 
obligation not to exploit such gen-
erosity. I would like to see some-
one step up and assume the role 
of Building Chair for the balance 
of this term. If you do not want to 
go it alone, team up with someone 
and work on it together. I will even 
exempt you from attending Board 
meetings if that is what is holding 
you back (Presidential privilege!). 
Taking on a role of responsibil-
ity in our congregation need not 
be something to fear. I encourage 
members of this community who 
have not yet considered taking on 
a role of responsibility to consider 
giving of your time and talents as 
outlined above. It does not have 
to take over your life; you can set 
your limits. You might find it un-
expectedly rewarding!
Have a great December. 
David Kersulis 
President of the Board of Management 
For more information on these two 
available positions and for posi-
tions in general, please feel free to 
contact our Past President, Alison 
Hall, whose coordinates can be 
found on the last page of the news-
letter.

Annual Canvas 2009 
We’re Halfway There! 
“We live, not by things, but by the 
meaning of things.” Antoine St. 
Exupéry 
We’ve received a total of $106,000 
in pledges to date to cover our op-
erating budget for next year. We 
need twice as much to reach our 
goal in order to meet our needs and 
fulfil our dreams. If you haven’t 
pledged yet, don’t delay, send in 
your pledge by e-mail, in person 
or by snail mail. Pledge forms are 
available from the office. Remem-
ber, this congregation is only sus-
tained by the gifts of its members 
and friends. 
To quote our minister: “When we 
give to this community, we give to 
a caring network. We give to a mis-
sion that strives to welcome and 
nurture at times when welcom-
ing and nurturing may be sorely 
needed. We give to a mission that 
inspires and challenges, because 
we may be truly tested. We give to 
a mission that is dedicated to act-
ing in the world at a time when 
resources for the neediest may dry 
up. We give to express who we 
are as a loving, caring people. We 
pledge in hopes that we can trans-
form ourselves, and each other.” 

Council Meeting, Saturday 
December 6
Children’s Chapel, 9:00am to 
12noon. This meeting is crucial for 
anyone or any group that plans 
to use space in the Church in the 
upcoming months. At this meet-
ing, we will be reserving space 
and discussing upcoming activi-
ties and events. For more informa-
tion plase contact Petrina Lee Poy. 
petrina_lee_poy@yahoo.com, 514-
485-5555. 

Wounded Word of the 
Month 
What does the word GOD mean to 
you? 
Send your thoughts, reflections, 
musical and artistic expressions to 
Rev. Diane Rollert. Your responses 
will be incorporated into a Sunday 
worship service in January. 
Wounded words are the words of 
religion that may have been used to 
wound us — or they can be words 
we love whose definitions have 
been co-opted by others. If you’d 
like to know more, see Diane’s 
sermon, “Reflecting on Wounded 
Words,” at www.ucmtl.ca. 

Unitarian Universalist 
United Nations Office  
(UU-UNO) 
On UN Sunday in October, we col-
lected $815 for the UU-UNO. This 
is splendid support for our UN  
Office. 
Thank you. 
May Kersten, Congregational  
Envoy for the UU-UNO 

In a word:  
multigenerational 
Notice that the December 21st ser-
vice will be “Multigenerational”? 
Wondering where the word “Inter-
generational” went? When I was at 
the annual LREDA conference for 
DREs in October, I learned that 
people have discovered the older 
word implies just two generations, 
whereas the reality of every con-
gregation is that there are many 
different age and other groupings. 
So to truly affirm diversity, I am 
choosing to use the word “Multi-
generational” —I hope you will, 
too! 
Blessings, Caroline 

Church Office Holiday  
Schedule
Closes Thursday, December 25 
Opens Monday, January 5. 
Phone messages will be checked 
daily from Monday, Dec. 29 to 
Wednesday Dec. 31.  
Emergency calls will be forwarded. 
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Christmas Day Potluck 
with Turkey 
A few of us are planning a Christ-
mas/Holiday Lunch on December 
25th for UCM friends and mem-
bers who may be wanting to share 
spirit along with turkey. 
Doors will open at noon, and lunch 
will be served at 12:30 pm. We  
welcome friends, members and 
family—that is, anyone who is free 
to come! 
Food contributions welcome, but 
not necessary. Fun and games 
will follow the meal! 
Call Lynne Beaudoin 514-768-
2440, scotlynne@gmail.com. 
All are welcome! (especially 
more of Santa’s helpers) RSVP by 
Dec 15! Ho Ho Ho! 

Yellow Door Choir  
Concert 
Friday, January 30, and Satur-
day, January 31, the Yellow Door 
Choir will present a concert 
with an environmental theme at 
UCM. Proceeds will go to Equi-
terre. Admission is $20, students 
$15. 
Contact: Cym Gomery at 514 
369-8933 

BidNite-08 
On Saturday 15 November over 
100 people assembled for din-
ner and the 23rd annual BidNite 
Service Auction. Phoenix Hall 
was decorated as King Arthur’s 
Court and a number of folks wore 
period costumes. Several sat in the 
healing chair for a massage. Oth-
ers sold raffle tickets for a chance 
to suggest a sermon topic to the 
minister. The tradition of the “ugly 
tie” continued and the winner had 
the joy of giving it to a member to 
wear for the next Sunday Service. 
Several families attended with 
children who were well cared for 

in the RE play area while their par-
ents enjoyed the auction. 
Thanks to our cooks — Nancy 
Kleins, Andrew Thompson, Sar-
ah Thompson, David Horan and 
Frank Greene — who prepared 
six different soups and to Marion 
Blake who dressed the salad. (We 
missed John Pike and wish him a 
speedy and complete recovery). 
And thanks also to Rita Izzi and 
her crew of bakers for providing 
so many great desserts. 
Our Master of Ceremonies, Shawn 

Dohring (in costume), led an eve-
ning of enthusiastic bidding. He 
was ably assisted by auctioneers 
Bob Barnes, Sue Montgomery, 
Cym Gomery, Paul and Daniel 
Hunt. We extend a heartfelt “thank 
you” to all those who made offers 
and all those who bid. 
The treasurer always wants to 
know how much BidNite contrib-
utes to the UCM operating budget. 

Relax, Bob, income more than met 
the line item in the 2008 budget! 
The rest of us want to know how 
much fun we will have all through 
the next 12 months as the various 
offers are carried out. Relax every-
one, a wonderful selection of cre-
ative offers are in place and start-
ing to be collected. 
- The BidNite Committee:  
Elizabeth Anglin, Maychai Brown, 
Diana Marvel, Linda Bouchard, 
and Frank Greene 

Fair Trade Holiday Bazaar 
2008 — Another great  
success! 
A warm and heartfelt thank-you 
to everyone who helped to make 
this year’s Fair Trade Holiday 
Bazaar such a shining success. 
Many shoppers said what a fun 
time they were having, while 
supporting ethically conscious 
merchants and artisans from 
the Montreal area. The sum of 
$2,333 was raised for the Unitar-
ian Service Committee’s “Seeds 
of Survival” program. Area fair 
trade merchants made total sales 
of $11,000. 
Again this year, the RE children 
were involved, selling home-
made chocolate chip cookies, 
and the kitchen served delicious 
soup and lovely home-baked 
sweets generously donated by 
our congregation. We cannot 
thank you enough. These events 

would not be possible if we didn’t 
all pull together! 
- Trudy Blumstein and Susan  
Gyetvay, Bazaar, coordinators 

Unplugging 
the  

Holiday Machine 
Date: Sunday, December 7, 
Time: 12:15 to 1:30 pm
Join Rev. Diane Rollert and Caro-
line Balderston Parry for a work-
shop on how to make it through the 
holidays with sanity. What will you 
keep and what will you let go of 
for the holidays? Come share your 
favourite memories and learn new 

ideas for holiday survival. 
A concurrent program 
for children includes 
making gingerbread 

cookies. 
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SUNDAYS

Religious Explorations 
Group
Date: December 7
Time: 12:30 pm
Location: Children’s Chapel
Contact: Christine Rourke 514-761-
0669
Topic for discussion: Does the 
meaning of religion change as we 
get older? 

Social and Environmental 
Concerns
Date: December 21
Time: 12:15 pm
Location: Thomas Room
Contact: Mary-Louise Engels: 514-
487-2665, mlengels@sympatico.ca
At our last meeting, members Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend our 
festive Christmas meeting and 
preview of 2009 activities 

MONDAYS

Parts in Peace Choir
Dates: Mondays
Time: 7:30 pm
Location: Sanctuary or Children’s 
Chapel
Contact: Sandra Hunt, 514-484-5559
We have a good and faithful crowd 
of about 20 members, with atten-
dance for each rehearsal around 12 
to 15 warblers every week. But we 
would like to be more numerous! 
We just love the sound of harmony 
in large quantities. Our choir is re-
ally fun - come and try us out: 6:15 
pm for potluck dinner in Phoenix 
Hall, 7:30 pm for rehearsal in the 
Sanctuary. 
Our next performance is the De-
cember 21 service. We’re preparing 

Solstice and Hannukah songs. If 
you just have the slightest inclina-
tion to sing and are thinking about 
joining our choir, give me, Sandra, 
a phone call at 514-484 -5559 and 
I’ll bolster your courage. 

Mindfulness Meditation 
Practice
Dates: December 8 and 22 (also 
Wednesdays : December 3 and 17)
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Location: Children’s Chapel
Contact/Facilitator: Allen Lobo, 
514-484-3014
The Mindfulness Meditation Prac-
tice is open to both those who are 
new to the method and also those 
who may have meditated before. 
Included in the practice will be an 
explanation of Mindfulness Medi-
tation; a period of sitting medi-
tation; some stretching (during 
which are also included massage 
and laughter, etc.); guided medi-
tations; walking meditation; and a 
period for questions, sharing and 
singing.
Mindfulness Meditation is espe-
cially useful for busy people, and 
those who wish to bring more 
awareness and enjoyment into 
their stressed lives.

TUESDAYS

Seeking the Sacred in  
Stories
Led by Rev. Diane Rollert
Monthly Brown Bag Lunch Group
Dates: December 2 
Time: Noon to 1:00 pm
Location: Garden Room (formerly 
known as the “Former Ministers’ 
Room)
We meet in the Garden Room on the 
first lower level of the church. Bring 

a brown bag lunch. This fall we’ll be 
reading short stories from the book 
Island by Alistair MacLeod, This 
month we read The Return. Copies 
of the stories are available from the 
office, or in Diane’s mailbox. In the 
New Year, we’ll read stories from 
Alice Munroe and others. 

Carmina Choir
Dates: Tuesdays
Time: 7:30 pm
Contact: Keith Robinson 514-931-
9028 or Brian Brice 514-843-6497
Rehearsals are being held on Tues-
day nights in the Phoenix Hall at 
7:30 pm for a Christmas Sing-A-
Long Concert which will be on 
Saturday, December 6.
New members in all voices are 
very welcome. The ability to read 
is not necessary and there is no au-
dition. Audio aids are provided to 
supplement rehearsals.
Bring a sense of humour and good 
will—with a black binder, if possible.

Play Group
Dates: 	Tuesdays and Thursdays
Time: 10:00 am–noon
Location: Nursery
Contact: Melani Litwack, 514-488-
9884
We welcome children under five 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays on a 
drop-in basis accompanied by a 
(grand)parent or caregiver. Pack 
a snack for your child(ren). Coffee 
is provided. Open to all, whether 
church members or not. No charge 
but a donation of $2/day per  
family is suggested.
Stops December 19, Restarts Janu-
ary 6.
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WEDNESDAYS

Mindfulness Meditation 
Practice
Dates: December 3 and 17
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Location: Children’s Chapel
Contact/Facilitator: Allen Lobo, 
514-484-3014
See the entry under Mondays for a 
full description.

Midday Meal with Music
Date: December 17
Times: 10:00 am Scrabble and 
Bridge; 12:30 pm Lunch; 1:30 pm 
Music
Contact: Ruth di Giovanni., 514-
934-4956
Please call Ruth at 514-934-4956 by 
Sunday, December 14 at 8:00 pm so 
the cooks will buy enough food.

THURSDAYS

Book Group Plans ‘’Reel’’ 
Treat 
Date: December 11th
Time: 6:30 pm 
Location: Thomas Room 
Contact: Kathy Douglas, 514-488-
9608 
In 2007, the book group morphed 
into multi-media mode, screening 
occasional films as hors d’oeuvres 
while books remained le plat prin-
cipal. In no time at all, the menu 
featured a December holiday mov-
ie. This year’s mystery film is relat-
ed to the book list. The chef hints 
the evening may be spiced with a 
couple of ingredients from a vin-
tage 1906 classic. All are welcome, 
but please call Kathy Douglas if 
you plan to attend. 

Play Group
See Tuesdays.

FRIDAYS

First Friday Pot Luck
Date: December 5
Time: 6:00 Ingathering; 6:30 Pot-luck 
supper; 7:30 Activities. 
Lots of time for visiting, good food 
and a choice of activities: Bridge and 
Scrabble (depending on number of 
players); a slide show featuring scenes 
from six National Parks in Southern 
Utah and Northern Arizona and a 
description of Paco’s recent Elderhos-
tel trip; other groupings dependent 
on the interests of attendees. Rain or 
shine, or snow – we look forward to 
seeing you on December 5th 
- Your Hosts, the BidNite Committee 

SATURDAYS

Walking Group
Date/time: Saturdays, 10:00 am
Contact: Diana Kleins, 514-747-
9375 or Krystyna Matula, 514-287-
0814
For those who enjoy nature and 
companionship, join us for walks 
in and around Montreal at a mod-
erate pace and in a pleasant, in-
formal atmosphere. A stop for 
refreshments after at a nearby cof-
fee shop to plan the next week’s 
meeting place/walk completes the 
morning.

Special Events
Annual Holiday Luncheon 
Date: Sunday, December 21,  
Time: After the service  
Location: Pheonix Hall 
We encourage you to join in the 
festivities and contribute a salad 
or dessert to share that will ac-
company the traditional tourtières 
and quiches. A sign–up list will be 
posted on the silver doors in Phoe-
nix Hall. 
We also require a clean-up crew of 
elves. 
Please call Santa Rita (aka Rita Izzi) 
for information 
514 509 0586,rita_angleina2002@
yahoo.ca

Carmina and friends
Saturday, December 6th, 8 pm 
‘Live We For Friendship!’ with  
music by J. S. Bach
A sing-along of traditional carols
Bring a merry voice and a happy 
heart
Suggested donation $10

Call 514 843-6497 or 514 931-9028 

Hunt Russell Concert 
December 13, at 8 pm in the  
Sanctuary.
Tickets $20, Students Free.
Matthew Russell, trombonist, 
plans some beautiful music with 
his mum, Sandra Hunt on piano. 
Treats will be Fauré and Brahms 
love songs, a romantic Scandina-
vian concerto, and zippy French 
music. Matt’s father, Gary Russell, 
will play a virtuoso cello sonata 
by Boccherini. Expect something 
amazing with father and son play-
ing together.

It’ll be a lovely evening. 
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Religious  
Education
DRE Report: Peacemaking 
Continues…
The Religious Education (RE) Com-
mittee has decided to continue the 
theme of “Being Peacemakers” for 
all this RE year, so please continue 
to bring items for our display area 
in the lower foyer. The Primers class 
contributed a homemade book about 
Gandhi, whom they studied in No-
vember as a “man of peace”. The 
Garden class made “white Poppies 
for Peace” during their lesson on Re-
membrance Sunday, also on display. 
To learn more about white poppies, 
see the Peace Pledge Union website: 
http://www.ppu.org.uk/whitepop-
py/index.html. 
As many of you may know, I am a 
lifelong member of the Society of 
Friends, or Quakers, so I have been 
“programmed” towards peacemak-
ing! Recently I found an excellent 
article in a Friends’ publication “21 
Tips on Personal Peacemaking”. The 
whole article is posted on the wall 
leading downstairs, or can be found 
at http://www.friendsjournal.org/
personal-peacemaking 
I tried to summarize this inspiring 
list in child-accessible ways, which I 
have also posted — but to give you 
a bit of a teaser, here are some key 
“tips”: 

•	 My story and your story 
about whatever happened are 
both “true”, so it doesn’t help 
to try and decide whose ver-
sion is right, or even who is in 
the wrong. 

•	 ”I’m right!” or “It’s YOUR 
fault” are variations on blame, 
and blaming is not helpful to 
anyone involved. We listen re-
spectfully to one another and 
try to build bridges across our 

differences (some of which 
may be unconscious factors of 
our different cultures). 

Although the author stresses that 
no one actually “makes” us feel a 
certain way —we choose what we 
feel, it’s a hard concept for me to ac-
cept. Perhaps you, like me, accepted 
messages from our childhood selves 
such as “If she is angry at me, then 
I must be bad”, or “If he’s disap-
pointed in me, then I’m unworthy.” 
Not so! Each of us is trying our best, 
and none of us is without goodness. 
Imagine the peacemaking that could 
go on globally if everyone internal-
ized these tips! Let’s cheer on our 
RE classes —teachers and students 
alike— as they learn more. 

The RE Quilt 
Seeing the memory-filled quilt cov-
ering our“Peace Making shelves”, 
Maychai Brown wrote: 
That quilt was done in 1986 when I 
was the DRE… We were inspired by 
a curriculum developed by the late 
Myrna Wood and others at the Lake-
shore Congregation called “The Ca-
nadian Tapestry”. Based on the first 
UU principle, we studied ethnic Ca-
nadian immigrants, their journeys 
to this continent, their cultures and 
religions. Using the Lakeshore for-
mat, we developed our own units on 
Mohawks (Iroquois), French settlers, 
and Jewish, African and Japanese 
immigrants. At that time we had two 
groups of children — “Juniors” and 
“Seniors”, both of which studied the 
different ethnic cultures for several 
weeks. 
At the end of each unit, we met to-
gether and shared what we’d learned. 
The curriculum was heavily crafts 
based. While the children worked on 
crafts, the teachers talked about the 
history and traditions of the groups. 
We had fun making Mohawk baby 
carriers for cabbage patch dolls, Mo-
hawk pottery, Jewish Mezuzzahs to 

put in your doorways, comics-style 
booklets telling Moses’ story, a huge 
mural depicting the lives of the early 
French settlers, African masks, and a 
model of a Japanese tea room, done 
by Kathy and Jim Douglas (still ac-
tive!). At the end of each unit, the 
children were invited to make de-
signs using fabric crayons on patches 
of materials. I 
n May, we chose which squares to 
put in the tapestry. Another parent 
—Christine, a physician — and I 
sewed them together using a differ-
ent coloured background for each 
group. Et voila! 
Being Peacemakers depends on us 
all learning one another’s story, and 
this historic quilt had a role in that 
process. Thanks, Maychai! 

Mitten Tree News! 
Our annual “Mitten Tree” is going 
to be in the main foyer during all 
of December. Bring in mittens, hats, 
scarves and other warm things to 
decorate it from December 7th on. If 
the tree gets overfull, Verna found a 
giant stocking to hold the extras –let’s 
fill it and help the Montreal Diet Dis-
pensary warm many people’s lives 
during the giving season. 

Memorial Flowers 

Dec. 7	  Dr. Douglas Burns 
Clarke and son, Hugh 
Dec. 14	  Margaret Pineau  
Dec. 21	  The 
poinsettias are 
the gift of the 
late Rita 
Bourdon 
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Green Team
The Green Team is “taking a sabbati-
cal”, but green resources are avail-
able for all to use. Books and videos 
can be borrowed from the newly-
organized library in Phoenix Hall. 
There you will find:

* 	 Honouring Earth — A wor-
ship resource with poems and 
essays

* 	 Ecoholic — A guide to the 
most environmentally-friend-
ly products and services

* 	 Green Future — How to 
make a difference with energy 
efficient and transportation 
choices

* 	 The Consumer’s Guide to  
Effective Energy Choices

* 	 Manual 2000 — the Ethical 
Consumer Guide

* 	 UCM Green Sanctuary record 
book

* 	 A number of videos ( most in 
CD or DVD format) that illus-
trate the problems associated 
with water, seeds, pesticides 
and genetics.

For current info, watch the Environ-
ment bulletin board. Suggestions for 
a “Buy Nothing Christmas” are cur-
rently displayed. 
- Nancy Lorimer

Le Groupe  
francophone 
Le dimanche 26 octobre 2008, lors de 
la célébration en français, l’Église uni-
tarienne a reçu l’auteure et ancienne 
religieuse Andréa Richard qui nous 
a fait une conférence sur le thème « 
Au-delà de la religion …. vers une 
spiritualité laïque ». Quelques mem-
bres des mouvements humanistes 
québécois ont également assisté à 
cette célébration. 

Quant au programme d’enseigne-
ment religieux en français, nous 
avons engagé Mme Lisa Chojnow-
icz comme enseignante tandis que 
Rita Izzi agit comme assistante. C’est 
à partir du mois d’octobre que le 3e 
dimanche du mois est consacré au 
programme en français. Environ une 
quinzaine d’enfants y participent. 
Le dimanche 28 décembre 2008, à 10 
h 30, il y aura une célébration « Poésie 
et Bouffe », organisée conjointement 
par David Horan et Yves Manseau 
des Comités francophone et « Wor-
ship ». Apportez donc votre poème 
préféré en français ou en anglais ai-
nsi qu’un plat à manger ou même à 
partager. 

The Covered  
Garden
Collection of Christmas Gifts for 
Refugee Children; Winter Cloth-
ing Donations 
The Covered Garden is a commu-
nity program of the YMCA situ-
ated near Atwater Metro, a tem-
porary residence for refugees who 
have just arrived in Canada. 
Beginning now, we are asking you 
to bring along unwrapped toys 
and games, both new and gently 
used, to be given to young resi-
dents, aged 3-17. (Don’t forget the 
teenagers!) Gifts may be placed 
on the table just inside the door of 
Phoenix Hall. 
At the same time, we ask you to 
look through your closets for used 
winter clothing, in good condition, 
for all ages. Most of the refugees 
come from warm countries, and 
this will be their first experience 
of a Canadian winter. Pick up can 
be arranged. Drop off on table in 
Phoenix Hall. Many thanks! 
Contact: Bob Wright: 514-766-6905 
Christine Duvander: 514-630-7523 

Your gifts - whatever you discover 
them to be - 
          can be used to bless or curse 
the world. 
The mind’s power, 
          the strength of the hands 
                   the reaches of the heart, 
the gift of speaking, listening, imag-
ining, seeing, waiting. 
Any of these can serve to feed the 
hungry, 
          bind up wounds, 
          welcome the stranger, 
          praise what is sacred, 
          do the work of justice 
                   or offer love. 
Any of these can draw down the 
prison door, 
          hoard bread, 
          abandon the poor, 
          obscure what is holy, 
          comply with injustice 
                   or withhold love. 
You must answer this question: 
What will you do with your gifts? 
Choose to bless the world. 
~Rev. Rebecca Parker 
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Unitarian Church of Montreal/ 
Église unitarienne de Montréal
5035, boul de Maisonneuve 0. 
Montréal QC H4A 1Y5 
Tel.: 514-485-9933  
Fax: 514-485-7999  
Email: office@ucmtl.ca  
Website: www.ucmtl.ca

Key People at the UCM
Minister: Reverend Diane Rollert 514-485-7654,  
dianerollert@ucmtl.ca
Minister Emeritus: Reverend Charles Eddis 
514-934-1535, eddis@ucmtl.ca
Administrator: Verna Litwack 514-485-9933,  
office@ucmtl.ca
President: David Kersulis 514-365-3191,  
david.kersulis@videotron.ca
Director of Religious Education: Caroline Balder-
ston Parry, dre@ucmtl.ca
Church Musician: Sandra Hunt 514-484-5559, 
sandra.muriel.hunt@gmail.com
Custodian: Helmut Strohmeyer 514-485-9933
Memorial flowers: Joan Watt 514-937-8456
Lay Chaplains: 
Ann Beer 514-426-120, ann_beer@hotmail.com 
Nicoline Guerrier, 450-458-5860, nguerrier@
hudson.net

January newsletter submissions
E-mail your submissions to news@ucmtl.
ca or place them in the mailbox upstairs. 
Please include your name, phone number 
and email address to your article or notice. 
Deadline: Wednesday, December 10 at 
8:00 pm
Attachments must be in Word 
(or plain text), but we prefer 
that you put your article 
in the body of your email. 
Please note that we can’t open 
WordPerfect docs or edit PDFs.

Vice President (interim)
Petrina Lee Poy
514-485-5555
petrina_lee_poy@yahoo.
com

Treasurer
Bob Edgar
514-767-1283
bob.edgar@sympatico.ca

Secretary
Janine Cobb
514-938-9617
janine.cobb@gmail.com

Associational Affairs 
Diana Marvel  
514-704-5462
diana.marvel@gmail.com

Building & Property  
Management

(vacant)
Communications 

Carol Cumming Speirs
514-989-1397
carol.speirs@mcgill.ca

Congregational Programs
Linda Bouchard
514-849-2739
semorton@sympatico.ca

Membership
Anna Virgini
514-595-3545
avirgini@sympatico.ca

Religious Education 
Shawn Dohring 
514-461-1388 
dohrings@yahoo.com

Social & Envir. Concerns 
Mary-Louise Engels
514-487-2665
mlengels@sympatico.ca

Worship Committee
Vacant

Senior Warden
Barbara Jackson
514-488-5877
bejackson@sympatico.ca

Past President (Nominating 
Committee Chair)

Alison Hall
514-636-8406
ar.hall@sympatico.ca

UCM Board Members

CARE NETWORK 
The coordinator for December is Patricia Gordon,  
514-482-3752, or pgordon@johnabbott.qc.ca 
If you know of someone in our Unitarian community who 
needs help, please get in touch right away. 
We now have over 20 people registered as carers – indi-
viduals happy to make hospital or home visits, make tele-
phone check-up calls, prepare and/or deliver food, act as 
chauffeur, write cards or notes. If you would like to join this 

group, please contact the coordinator. 


